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MARCH MEETING 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th in- 
stant, at three o'clock, p. m., the first Vice-President, 
Mr. Rhodes, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 
The Librarian reported the following accessions: 

From Frederic Amory, some papers, 182 6-1 868, of James S. 
Amory and Richard Sullivan, Jr. 

From Charles E. Banks, of Chicago, card indexes of the officers 
and soldiers in the Quebec Expedition of 1690, and of Arnold's 
Expedition against Quebec, 1775. 

From T. Franklin Currier, a typewritten list of actors, and 
other persons connected with the stage, fencing masters, dancing 
masters, and dancing schools, taken from early Boston directories 
by Mr. J. Francis Driscoll. 

From Miss Josephine MacChord Shaw, additional papers of 
Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw, and of Mrs. Shaw (Hope Savage), his 
second wife, 17 70-1 861; also a series of Boston Almanacs, 1839- 
1878, containing memoranda by her. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following gifts: 

From Miss Josephine MacChord Shaw, a daguerreotype and two 
photographs of Mrs. Lemuel Shaw (Hope Savage). 

From Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, a photograph of the American 
Delegation to the Conference on the Limitation of Armament, with 
members of the Advisory Council, experts, secretaries, and officers 
of the Army and Navy. 

From Miss Helen C. McCleary, photographs of two paintings 
of her grandmother, Maria Lynde (Walter) McCleary, daughter of 
Lynde Walter, and wife of Samuel Foster McCleary (1 780-1855), 
the first City Clerk of Boston, 1822-1852. 

From Walter Eliot Thwing, a heliotype of Supply Clap Thwing, 
a Boston merchant. 

From William H. Bush, of Chicago, a photograph of a portrait 
owned by him, of Lafayette painted by Rembrandt Peale in 1824, 
on Lafayette's second visit to Boston. 



192 2,] PAPERS OF WILLIAM LIVINGSTON. 22 5 

From the Bostonian Society, a half-tone of the Trustees of 
the Dorchester Savings Bank, about i860. 

From Dr. Bigelow, a large banjo clock made by Simon Willard, 
when he was over eighty-four years of age. It hung for many 
years in the store of Currier and Trott, and of Daniel Brown Widdi- 
field, on Washington Street, at the corner of Milk Street, Boston. 

In presenting to the Society the papers of William Living- 
ston Dr. Nichols said: 

It is the custom of this society to listen, at its Annual 
meeting, to the report of a Committee on the Library. This 
committee is made up wholly or in part of new members, 
and it seemed to me an error to commit this important duty 
to such an inexperienced body. With my own experience, 
however, the wisdom of the plan was at once made evident. 
Not only is there a possibility that the reaction of a new 
member may bring into view some suggestion of interest 
and perhaps value but in no other way can the riches and 
choice possessions of this society be brought to the conscious- 
ness of our new members so thoroughly as by such an 
examination. 

In my own case the remarkable collection of manuscripts 
which are held in trust or have been deeded to the society 
made such an impression on me that my memory still recalls 
with pleasure our investigations and the partial list furnished, 
at my request, by Mr. Tuttle, is often looked over with re- 
newed interest. In consequence of that interest it became 
my determination, strengthened as time passed, to secure for 
the society some manuscript or collection of papers which 
would prove of importance to it in its interpretation of our 
national history. 

Through the vigilance of Mr. Ford such a collection has 
been brought to my attention and secured by me. 

It consists of letters, writings and papers of William Living- 
ston, Governor of New Jersey, 1 776-1 790, and in addition 
papers of several members of his family. They passed into 
the possession of Miss Sara Norton and her sisters, descend- 
ants of the governor, and from them to me. 

Of Governor Livingston it is perhaps unnecessary to speak. 
With Governor Trumbull, he occupies a high position in 
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our revolutionary history, for his long service, individual 
character and close relations with Washington. New Jersey 
was the battle field of the war and suffered at the hands of 
both sides; but Livingston never faltered or drew back when 
he could further the cause and in the darkest days of the 
contest, when his state was swept by friend and foe alike, 
he remained firmly confident of its final success. 

The papers now obtained are but a fragment of what he 
left: even his biographer, Theodore Sedgwick, Jr., in 1833, 
speaks of the dispersion of the records before he began his 
task. 1 These are chiefly of a private nature and the public 
papers are occasional. Such as they are they are characteris- 
tic of the man and his career. He had controversial and 
literary tastes, edited two newspapers of a political com- 
plexion, composed essays and poetry and took an active part 
or interest in the contests of the day. The Independent Re- 
flector (1752-1753) ran for fifty-two numbers and on its 
death Livingston wrote a series of fifty-three essays printed in 
the New York Mercury, 1 754-1 755, under the title of " The 
Watch Tower." He also wrote a number of essays for the 
American Museum, at the request of Mathew Carey, its 
editor. A package of manuscript essays and poems contains 
examples of his work in this direction and some titles will 
give a suggestion of their scope: " A Letter to an Episcopal 
Friend; On an American Bishopric 1 768-1 769," a subject of 
much interest to him; "A Parody on Burgoyne's Proclamation, 
1777; " "For Whom Our Revolution?" A Criticism on 
Morse's Geography; and drafts of letters, proclamations, 
public acts and messages to Legislature. 

He was a lawyer and in 1752 prepared a Digest of the Laws 
of the Colony from 1691 to 1751 and ten years later prepared 
a second volume, still a work of authority and source of legal 
history. Among the manuscripts are his own register of his 
law cases, 1 759-1 767, carefully kept and minutely endorsed, 
one of the few extensive records of a colonial lawyer in exist- 
ence, and a package of legal briefs that throw some light on 
procedure. For the colonial period his receipt books in this 
collection contain such signatures as John Holt, the printer, 
Philip Schuyler, Richard Morris, James Duane, and John 

1 Life of William Livingston, 6, 151. 
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Alsop and a large number of bills and accounts, chiefly per- 
sonal. He engaged in privateering in 1757 and his bills for 
1777 are eloquent on the depreciation of the currency. For 
the period of the Revolution there are original letters to him 
and drafts of, his replies, resolutions and letters of the Conti- 
nental Congress, a contemporary copy of Governor Trum- 
bull's elaborate letter to Baron Van der Capellen, August 31, 
1779, records of Courts Martial, minutes of the Council and 
civil and military petitions. Some transcripts from the Gov- 
ernor's letter books by Mr. Sedgwick preserve a part of those 
lost records. 

The draft of Governor Livingston's will, inventory of his 
estate, catalogue of his library and papers of his executors — 
John Sloss Hobart, Matthew Clarkson and Robert Watts — 
give a full record of his lands and personal estate and not a 
little local history. A number of parchment deeds and the 
proposal of the son for publishing the life and writings of his 
father in 1801, with correspondence growing out of it, will 
close my glance at this part of the collection. I could give 
a list of the good autographs to be found but the personal and 
historical value of the papers can be developed only by care- 
ful study. There are two profiles of the Governor of more 
than personal interest. 

The family connection was wide and the collection con- 
tains many items by its members. Letters of John Jay and 
his wife Sarah, daughter of Governor Livingston, and other 
members of the Jay family, are intimate and characteristic 
of the writers and of the times. Another daughter of the 
Governor married John Cleves Symmes, a jurist of high 
standing and a pioneer in the Northwest territory. A pack- 
age of his letters to his wife makes history for New Jersey, 
where he was chief justice, and for Ohio, where he was also 
judge and a large landowner. 

The son, Brockholst Livingston, served in the continental 
army and afterwards went to Spain, and in both positions 
wrote good letters. A third daughter, Catherine, married 
Matthew Ridley, an Englishman, who came to America about 
1770 and settled in Baltimore, as a merchant. He returned 
to England in 1775 and remained abroad during the Revolu- 
tion, in England and France, where he engaged in commercial 
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ventures, was an agent of Maryland and negotiated a loan 
for the State in Holland. 

Here are his letter books, practically complete from 1770- 
1788, a full record of a merchant in war times and of his 
statement of political and commercial conditions and rumors. 
His letters to Dr. Franklin, Jonathan Williams, Samuel Chase, 
Joshua Johnson, Dr. Bancroft and Mark Pringle are good 
history and a selection will be made for publication. A 
number of letters written to Ridley complete the story. The 
entire collection will number about 1500 pieces — a veritable 
treasure trove for the investigator — and it is with pleasure 
that I now present them to this Society. 

Mr. Norcross read a statement by Miss Eliza Susan 
Quincy in December, 1880: 

Perhaps it may be useful for Miss Quincy to state, that there 
stood at the corner of Tremont and School St. until about 1820, 
a brick house, built probably about 1720, by Jacob Wendell, an 
ancestor of Dr. O. W. Holmes, in a style of which the College 
Massachusetts, in 1880, is the only specimen. In the first decade 
of this century, there were several in Boston. The house of 
Thomas Palmer, Esq., in Pearl St., which divided, became the 
residence for some years, of Col. T. H. Perkins and James Lovell. 

There was another of these houses in Summer St. and the 
Waldo house in Tremont St. besides the court yard of the house 
of Gardiner Greene, Esq. The Massachusetts College is formed 
of two of these houses, joined together. The Wendell house had a 
deep court yard fronting toward School St. It became a boarding 
house, and after it was taken down there was a livery stable 
established on its site, and in its court yard. 

Dr. Storer spoke on 

Letters of the Indian Captive 
Mary Storer of Wells 

I72S-I737 

I take pleasure in depositing with the Society certain letters 
that are not without a certain romantic interest, the more so 
as apparently with one exception they are the only letters that 
have come down to us that were written by a New England 
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girl who was a prisoner of the Indians. They are twenty- 
four in number, with dates running from 1725 to 1764 and 
are largely the correspondence of Mary Storer St. Germaine 
of Montreal with her brother Ebenezer Storer of Boston. 

Mary Storer, daughter of Joseph Storer of Wells, was born 
in 1685. Her father, a direct ancestor of mine, was one of 
the leading citizens of Wells, leaving an estate of $5000 — 
no mean sum for the inhabitant of a village of those days. 
This result of New England thrift seems to have been largely 
due to the fact that he was licensed as a retailer of beer and 
strong waters — and incidentally was once indicted " for 
Keeping Keeles and bowls at his house, contrary to law." 
Keeles, I believe, are ninepins. Storer built a garrison house 
in Wells in 1689, for the heroic defense of which with 15 
men against 400 French and Indians under Moxus, Captain 
Converse was made Commander in Chief of all the forces in 
that region. Miss Baker in her True Stories of New England 
Captives says: " In the annals of New England there are 
no nobler names than those of Lieut. Joseph Storer and Cap- 
tain Wheelwright " who also, by the way, was a licensed 
retailer; and in Bourne's History of Wells I find: " Perhaps 
it may be said that in him (Joseph Storer) more than any 
other man was the Province indebted for its preservation 
from utter desolation. The timely erection of his garrison 
afforded the last refuge for the fleeing inhabitants — with- 
out this there would have been no barrier to complete waste 
and abandonment by civilized man." This and the fact 
that according to tradition Lieutenant Storer " always wore 
leather breeches" would seem to be his chief claims to 
fame. 

At the time of the Wells massacre of 1703 Mary Storer, 
instead of being scalped as was the fate of many of the un- 
happy victims, was taken prisoner by the Indians and held 
a captive by them for some months. She was then discovered 
by the indefatigable Jesuit Pere Bigot who induced the 
Indians to turn their captives over to him, for what induce- 
ment does not appear. The Storers seem to have suffered 
heavily. A letter from one Littlefield, who was a prisoner 
in Montreal in 1708, says: " Mary Storar is well and Rachel 
Storar is well and Storar is well." This " Storar " is 
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unquestionably Mary Priscilla Storer. Mary never speaks of 
Rachel in her letters but does constantly of her " cozzen Pris- 
illa," who like Rachel was a daughter of Jeremiah (a brother 
of Joseph) and Ruth Masters Storer of Wells. Rachel Storer 
married a Berger of Quebec, while Priscilla in 1711, at the 
age of twenty-six, married Jean Baptiste Dagueil, sergeant 
in the company of M. de la Forest of Montreal. Pere Bigot, 
according to a family tradition, placed Mary Storer and Esther 
Wheelwright in the Ursuline Convent at Quebec, where 
Esther subsequently rose to be Mother Superior of the Con- 
vent and a power in Canada. This legend must, however, be 
incorrect as regards Mary Storer, or at any rate if she was 
at the Convent at all it must have been for a very short time. 
For in 1708 she was living in Boucherville some three leagues 
down the river from Montreal and may have been there bap- 
tized, becoming thereby a Catholic and in that same year 
married Jean Gautier, dit St. Germain, and in the fulness of 
time bore to him ten children, four at least of whom grew up 
and were married. Mary promptly dropped the Gautier 
part of her name. The Gautiers, or rather St. Ger mains, 
were evidently prosperous, for Theodore Atkinson in his 
Diary of 1725 says he "visited Mr. Storer's daughter, who 
is very well married to a frenchman, a farmer. He lives 
very Grandly." 

In 1725 Mary Storer was fortunate enough to obtain per- 
mission to leave Canada and went to New England in the 
party of the Commissioners of Redemption as far as Albany, 
thence going down the river to New York and presumably by 
boat to Newport and thence to Boston. Her visit to her 
kindred was short, but we can imagine her happiness at see- 
ing them again after twenty-three years of separation. The 
first of her letters is written on her way home by the same 
route, being dated Newport, June, 1725. This like all her 
letters is extremely illiterate — a girl's education did not go 
far in those days and in her long exile she had probably for- 
gotten much of her English. None of the letters have much 
historical value and contain chiefly merely family gossip and 
affectionate messages. It is greatly to be regretted that no- 
where is there a reference to her experiences while with the 
Indians, about which one cannot but be curious. Under such 



192 2.] LETTERS OF MARY STORER. 23 1 

circumstances the fate of a girl of eighteen was not likely to 
be a happy one, although Miss Baker charitably hopes the 
girls were well treated as being of potential value in case of 
ransom. Letter no. 2 is an example of them all. While en- 
dorsed in a strange hand — not that of Ebenezer — as being 
received by him, it was in all probability written to her brother 
Seth, minister in Watertown. 

From rodeiland June 28 1725 

my deare and euer louing brother my kind loue and respects 
to you hoping that thiese fue liens will finde you in good healthe 
as they leave me at this time I thank god for it my deare brother 
I had but a litel time with you who I thought woulde show and 
teach me more than anay bodey sir but what you have saide to 
me I will not forgett it and I hope god will in able me in all my 
afflictions and that it may be for the best and good of my soule 
dear brother doe not for get me in youre prayers which i hope 
will be a comfort to me and what euer paines and troble I have 
and shall have in all my Jorney I take with pations and I hope 
god will have mercie on me and helpe me I am sory I coulde not 
stay no longer with my deare father and mother which makes my 
harte so heavi almost redei to brake and my eyes full of teirs. 
remember my kinde louve to my brother Ebenezer and his wife 
and my litel cousin mary storer I pray Sir wright to me by all 
oppertunitis no more at present but desiring youre praiers for 
me who is youre loveing 

sister mary st germaine 

From this pitifull letter we can infer that her brother had 
been giving her ghostly counsel. Throughout the letters 
there is constant evidence of great irritation on the part of 
her Boston relatives over something, which I strongly suspect 
was her marrying a foreigner and a catholic and becoming 
one herself — the Unforgiveable Sin of those days. They 
never quite got over this feeling against her and with reason 
she feared she would not get her share of her father's estate 
when he died in 1733, as we infer from the following letter 
to her mother: 

I received one letter from my brother ebenezer the last of July 
and in it the death of my father it is a grate grief to me now I 



232 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [MARCH, 

am a poore fatherless childe my harte brakes with sighing and 
my ioys smarte with teirs (as usual) Now my deare mother I 
am afraide now you are very aged to [hear] the same news so fere- 
full to me concarning you my deare mother my brother ebenezer 
wright to me that my deare father maide his will that I may be 
equal to my sisters you may belive my deare mother why I am so 
far f rome you and my dear f amilie I belave that it is not cappable 
to kep it from me who is your one child now we have a gove'ner 
& he will not give permission to goe in Ingland (New England) to 
oure countre my dear mother pray send it to me etc. 

To this incoherent appeal Ebenezer cautiously replied that 
he had no doubt but that his mother would do whatever was 
proper. I do not think any good New England money ever 
went to Canada — at least I find no reference to any being 
received. In fact Mary was misinformed as to her father's 
will, which contained the item: 

I give and Bequeath to my beloved Daughter Mary St. Ger- 
main Fifty pounds in good Contrey pay upon condition that She 
return from under the French Government & Settle in New Eng- 
land. Otherwise if She doth not return then I Give & bequeath to 
her the Sum of Tenn Shillings in Country Pay to be Two Years 
next after my decease over and above what I have already given 
her. 

In spite of this misunderstanding pitifully tender letters 
come from Montreal every year or two until 1748 when a 
letter from St. Germaine, in a scrivener's hand, informs his 
brother-in-law that some six months previously Mary had 
died " en parfaite Chretienne," and that in their thirty-nine 
years of married life they had " fait un mariage d'Ange et 
navons jamais eu aucune difficulte." Very remarkable if 
strictly true. St. Germaine kept writing to Boston until 
1754 pleading that his letters should be more promptly 
answered. Answers came though tardy and formal. 

Ebenezer Storer was a thriving merchant of Boston, of 
the familiar diaconal type. His letters to his wife abound 
in pious phrase but behind is to be seen a deep tenderness. 
He was apparently of some importance in the world. A 
letter preserved at the Islesford Historical Society speaks of 
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his then being on a mission to arrange peace with the coast 
Indians. In the Boston Gazette of June ist ; 1761, appears 
the following: 

Last Friday sen'night died here, after a few days Illness, in the 
Sixty-second year of his Age, EBENEZER STORER, Esq: Mer- 
chant; who for a Number of Years was an Overseer of the Poor 
of this Town, and one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace. — 
In the commercial World, where his Dealings were large, his 
Reputation was unsullied; and as a Magistrate he discharged his 
Trust with Prudence, and inflexible Integrity. His Humanity and 
public affection appeared in the Care and Tenderness with which 
he dispersed (sic) the Alms of the Town, as well as of the Church 
which he served as Deacon, adding to them his own Bounties, and 
in the Chearfulness with which he aided every public-spirited 
Design. So that the Death of this Gentleman, amiable in every 
relation, is not only very sensibly felt by his Family and Friends, 
but justly esteemed a public Loss. He maintained thro' a long 
Course of Years the character of a devout Christian and that 
Piety which he exemplified in his Life, supported him under the 
severe Pains of his last sickness and SMOOTH'D THE BED OF 
DEATH. 

It may have a certain interest to trace how these letters 
have come down. From the Ebenezer to whom they were 
addressed they came into the possession of his grand nephew 
Ebenezer, Treasurer of Harvard, College for many years, and 
from him to that of his daughter Mary Storer (Mrs. Seth 
Johnson) who gave them to her niece Mrs. Martha Wilson 
Murray (Mrs. David Murray) of New Brunswick, N. J., 
who after holding them for some fifty years very kindly 
turned them over to me with a number of other Storer relics. 
According to some of these other heirlooms bygone Storers 
would seem to have had romantic passages in their lives that 
are wanting in these more prosaic days. Charles Storer, a 
son of the Ebenezer of Harvard, according to legend had in 
Paris certain love affairs with a lady named Amelie and also 
with another named Marie. Be this as it may, I have here 
a miniature of Charles Storer, a handsome youth with a 
rather merry eye, and also miniatures of two ladies of 
pleasing features and also a ring in which hair of two differ- 
ent shades is entwined, with the initials A-M over all and 
engraved within "Recorde de PAmitie 1789." Surely quite 
complete. 
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William Almy to Elisha Story 

In presenting a letter from William Almy on the Stamp 
Act riot in Newport, with a song that accompanied it, Mr. 
Edward Gray said : This song, with a letter from Newport, 
was published in the Boston Evening Post on September 2, 

176S. 

On October 28, 1765, John Powell wrote Christopher 
Champlin from London: " I wrote you by Captain Bruce 
advising of my safe arrival here, since which received yours 
by the Bristol ship, that brought over Dr. Moffat and Mr. 
Howard. The latter is under Inoculation. I saw him 
yesterday is well. But a little too low spirited." 1 

The Almy letter refers also to Dr. Elisha Story's father. 
This was William Story, and both Lorenzo Sabine (Loyalists 
of the American Revolution, n. 337) and Stark (The Loyal- 
ists of Massachusetts, 503) include him among the Loyalists. 
This error seems worth correcting. 

William Story was born at Boston, April 25, 1720, the 
son of Elisha Story and Sarah (Cooper) Renouf. He was 
a notary public and register of Probate, and, in 1759, was 
appointed Deputy Registrar of the Court of Vice Admiralty 
at Boston. On August 26, 1765, his house, in the lower 
part of which was his office, which contained the records 
of the court of Vice Admiralty, was attacked by the mob, 
along with those of Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson and 
Benjamin Hallowell, Jr., and his private papers, the records 
of the Admiralty court, and some furniture were destroyed. 
This occurrence probably accounts for the mistake made by 
both Sabine and Stark. 

Story resigned his office, and removed to Ipswich, the 
home of his second wife. During the Revolution, he was 
clerk to the Navy Board at Boston. He died at Marble- 
head, November 24, 1799. 

A comparison of the handwriting of William Story, former 
deputy registrar of the Court of Vice Admiralty, on his peti- 
tion of October 29, 1766, to the General Court for compen- 

1 Commerce of Rhode Island, 1. 130. 
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sation for loss suffered during the riot, 1 with that of William 
Story, clerk to the Navy Board, 2 shows that the same person 
held both these positions. 

Newport Aug't 29th 1765. Thursday 

My Worthy Friend, — In my Last I Promis'd to give you 
the Particulars of Our Transactions here, Concerning the Stamp 
Affair, Which I now shall Endeavour to do. In the First Place 
I'll Just Inform you Concerning Mr. Martin Howard Jun'r and 
Doct'r Moffatt, who was hung in Efigy with the Stamp Master. 
Mr. Howard and the Doctor you must know have made them- 
selves very Busy with their Pen (By all accounts) In Writing 
Against the Colonies and in Favour of the Stamp Act etc. 

In the Morning of the 27th Inst, between five and six a Mob 
Assembled and Erected a Gallows near the Town House and then 
Dispers'd, and about Ten A Clock Reassembled and took the 
Effigys of the Above Men and the Stamp Master and Carted them 
up Thames Street, then up King Street to the said Gallows where 
they was hung up by the Neck and Suspended near 1 5 feet in the 
Air, And on the Breast of the Stamp Master, was this Inscription 
the stamp man, and holding in his Right hand the Stamp Act, 
And upon the Breast of the Doct'r was wrote, that infamous, 
miscreated, leering jacobite doct'r murfy. In his Right hand 
was a folded Letter with this Direction To that Mawgazeene of 
Knowledge Doct'r Muffy in Rhode Island, And on the Same Arm 
was Wrote, If I had but Rec'd this Letter from the Earl of Bute 
But One Week sooner. And upon a strip of paper hanging out of 
his Mouth was wrote It is too late Martinius to Retract, for we 
are all Aground. 

And upon Mr. Howard's Breast was wrote, that fawning, 
insidious, infamous miscreant and paracide martinius scrib- 
lerius, and upon his Right Arm was wrote, the only filial pen. 
Upon his left Arm was wrote, curs'd ambition and your cursed 
clan has ruin'd me and upon the Same Arm a little Below was 

this, WHAT THO' I BOAST OF INDEPENDANCE POSTERITY WILL CURSE 

my memory. And upon one of the Posts of the Gallows was wrote, 
We have an Heriditary Indefeasible Right to a Halter, Besides 
we Encourag'd the Growth of Hemp you know. And Underneath 
that, was a New Song (made upon the Occasion) which I have here 

1 Mass. Archives, xliv. 604. 

2 In the Huntington Papers, in the custody of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, there are several letters in his handwriting, and one signed by him 
as clerk. 
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Inclos'd. And upon the other Post was wrote That Person who 
shall Efface this Publick Mark of Resentment will be Deem'd an 
Enemy to liberty and Accordingly meet with Proper Chastisement. 
And about five A Clock in the Afternoon they made a Fire under 
the Gallows which Consum'd the Effigy's, Gallows and all, to 
Ashes. I forgot to tell you that a Boot hung over the Doctor's 
Shoulder with the Devil Peeping out of it etc. Fve Inclos'd you a 
piece that was Stuck up in the Town House at the Same time. And 
after the Effigys were Burnt the Mob Dispers'd and we thought it 
was all Over. But last Night about Dusk they all Muster'd again, 
and first they went to Martin Howard's, and Broke Every Window 
in his house Frames and all, likewise Chairs Tables, Pictures and 
every thing they cou'd come across, they also Saw'd down two 
Trees which Stood before his door and Bro't them and Stuck them 
up in two Great Guns which have been fix"d at the Bottom of the 
Parade some Years as Posts, when they found they had Entirely 
Demolish'd all his Furniture and done what damage they Cou'd, 
They left his house, and Proceeded to Doctor Moffatts where they 
Behav'd much in the Same Manner. I Can't say which Came off 
the Worst, For all the Furniture of Both Houses were Entirely 
Destroy'd, Petitions of the houses broke down, Fences Level'd 
with the Ground and all the Liquors which were in Both Houses 
were Entirely Lost. Dear Doctor this Moment Fve Rec'd a 
Peace of News which Effects me so Much that I Cant write any 
More, which is the Demolition of your worthy Daddy's house 
and Furniture etc. But I must Just let you know that the Stamp 
Master has Resign'd, the Copy of His Resignation and Oath I 
now Send you. I hope, my Friend You'll Send me the Particu- 
lars of your daddy's Misfortune. Yours for Ever 

W. Almy. 
[Addressed] To Doctor Elisha Story, Boston. 

A New Song 

He who for a Post or Base sordid Pelf 

His Country Betrays, Makes a Rope for himself. 

Of this an Example, Before you we Bring 

In these Infamous Rogues, Who in Effigy Swing. 

Huzza my Brave Boys, Ev'ry man Stand his Ground 
With Liberty's Praise, Let the Welkin Resound 
Eternal Disgrace On those Miscreants Fall 
Who Through Pride or for Wealth, Wou'd Ruin us All. 
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Let us Make wise Resolves and to them stand strong 
Your Puffs and your Vapours will Ne'er last Long 
To Ma[i]ntain Our Just Rights, Every Measure Pursue 
To Our King we'll be Loyal, To Ourselves we'll be True. 

Those Blessings Our Fathers, Obtain'd by their Blood 
We are Justly Oblig'd to Our sons to make Good 
All Internal Taxes let us then Nobly spurn 
These Effigy's First, The Next The Stamp Papers Burn. 

Chorus. 

Sing Tantarara, Burn All, Burn All 
Sing Tantarara, Burn All. 



Children's Story Books 
In presenting a number of volumes Dr. Warren said: 

This group of children's story books, thirty-four in num- 
ber, embraces a period dating from 1838 to 1858; having es- 
caped the ordeal of two generations of young readers and still 
remaining in good condition, they seemed worth preserving 
on the shelves of this Society. They comprise a group of 
publications representing what might fairly be called the 
" Rollo Period of Literature," and indeed many of them are 
examples of the product of the author of that interesting 
series of tales of child life. 

Jacob Abbott (father of Lyman Abbott) the author of 
the Rollo books, was born in Hallowell, Maine, in 1803. 
He held a professorship in Amherst College and afterwards 
founded the Mount Vernon School for Girls in Boston in 
1829. Later in life he devoted himself entirely to child 
literature and wrote more than two hundred volumes, many 
of which were reproduced in England, Scotland, Ireland, 
Germany, Holland, France and India. A reference to him 
says: "It is probably no exaggeration to say that his books 
have had many millions of readers, and that thousands of 
the leading men of this country have received their first 
impulse to a high moral character and a manly and useful 
life from some one of his volumes." 
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This collection contains four volumes by Maria Edge- 
worth, who was born in Reading, England, in 1767 and died 
in 1849 * n Edgeworthston, Ireland, where she had resided 
since 1782. It also contains books which bear the imprint 
of publishers on Bond Street and St. Paul's Churchyard, 
London. Two fine examples of the printer's work of this 
period are The Good Natured Bear and The Man of Snow 
and other tales. The former is a translation from the Ger- 
man, as is also a tiny edition of Puss in Boots, a classic of 
that day taking rank with Cinderella and Red Riding-hood. 
An interesting volume in this group is Peter Parley's First 
Book of History. This writer and educator, Samuel Gris- 
wold Goodrich, publisher in Boston of many historical and 
geographical school-books, was born at Ridgefield, Conn., 
on August 19, 1793, and died in New York May 9, i860. 

Another small volume, entitled The Child's Treasury of 
Knowledge is dedicated to little boys and girls who delight 
in obeying their parents, in the hope that it may make them 
wise, good and happy. It is prettily illustrated with many 
wood-cuts, of the Rollo and Lucy type of childhood. Yet on 
page 24 the following quotation illustrates the punishment 
meted out for disobedience: " without saying one word or 
asking one question Frank's father seized a large cane. 
Frank, who saw this, trembled from head to foot. He did 
not attempt to excuse himself but fell upon his knees and 
cried out for mercy. His father flogged him so severely that 
he was unwell for more than a week." 

The latter part of this period of twenty years is illus- 
trated by works of Captain Mayne Reid, whose boy hunters 
and forest exiles did much to bring before the youth of that 
period the marvellous scenery and life in the great west. 
Hawthorne's Wonder Book and Tanglewood Tales which 
complete this series, have perhaps done as much as any form 
of classic literature to impress upon the youthful mind the 
myths of ancient Greece. 

The Vice-President announced the appointment of the 
following Committees, in preparation for the Annual Meet- 
ing in April: 

To nominate Officers for the ensuing year: Messrs. Wil- 
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liam Bradford Homer Dowse, Gamaliel Bradford, and 
George Lyman Kittredge. 

To examine the Library and Cabinet: Messrs. Thomas 
Goddard Frothingham, Rev. Henry Bradford Washburn, 
and George Gregerson Wolkins. 

To examine the Treasurer's Accounts: Messrs. Henry 
Herbert Edes, and Charles Pelham Greenough. 

Mr. Mayo read extracts from a Diary of Gov. John D. 
Long when Secretary of the Navy, 1898. 

Mr. Wolkins read a paper on 



The Seizure of John Hancock's Sloop " Liberty " 

Not in 1768 was there an episode of more significance 
than the seizure of the Liberty. Clashes there had been; but 
not before June 10 that year had there been an encounter 
with armed forces of the Crown, posted here to preserve order 
and to uphold the authority of Parliament. It was as if 
the inhabitants were being hurried toward a crisis; among 
partisans on either side bitterness and recrimination fell little 
short of political hysteria, and on both sides there was a 
perceptible stiffening of the argument over theories of con- 
trol. The details are interesting, both for their local political 
bearing and for the support they give to modern historical 
views. The impetus was commercial, much of it; but there 
was involved a deep-seated resentment over the interference 
of crown officers with local practices of long standing, and 
in the affair of the Liberty we can see the breach widened. 
Witnessed by resolutions of the impressment meeting four 
days later, the venture of the revenue officers in expropriating 
John Hancock's sloop and outward cargo marked a distinct 
advance in the claim of the Boston junto that the differences 
were in fact irreconcilable; from that day there could be no 
compromise. 

While among students of the pre-revolutionary period the 
Liberty affray is seldom ignored, it is dealt with usually only 
in the barest outline. It was but one of numerous complica- 
tions, of course, but the accessible documents are of conse- 
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quence, and apparently not since Bancroft's day have many 
of them been examined with the closeness they deserve. Not 
alone do they illustrate certain formulas for political action, 
but they throw light also on the mauling of an extremely deli- 
cate matter — the attachment of Americans to the mother 
country. The new fiscal policy was being tried; the burden 
here was heavier than merchants felt they could bear, and 
moreover there was a studied indifference to local opinion 
that grew increasingly offensive. Mr. Channing's careful 
chapter on " The Townshend Acts " x makes uncalled for 
any fresh account of exactions and hardships imposed 
by the legislation of 1767, and there is room only to 
recall the projected invigoration of the customs service, 
the improvements in admiralty jurisdiction, and the prefer- 
ential duties that were designed to protect goods made 
or warehoused in England. Of the revenue taxes then in 
force the very stiff est was on " Madeira and wine of the 
Western Isles from the Islands/' a matter of £7 or 1405. 
per ton of two hundred and fifty-two gallons, 2 while " Wines 
through Great Britain from Spain, Portugal, or elsewhere, 
except French," were dutiable only to the extent of 10s. per 
ton, 3 and the Hancock family's correspondence with Madeira 
was but one of the trade channels that were threatened with 
extinction. 4 In the days of the Stamp Act John Hancock 
had ventured to say, and with some reason, that not a man 
in England in proportion to his estate paid so great a tax 
as he did, 5 and there was every indication that the ministerial 
party was not only determined to provide a productive reve- 
nue that would at the same time throw a protecting arm 
around the British manufacturers and merchants, but was of 

1 A History of the United States, in. 

2 Geo. Ill, Cap. 15. Statutes at Large (1786), vn. 457. 

3 lb. 

4 "As to Wines, it is computed about 400 Tons are annually imported 
into this Province, which at £7: per Ton is £2800 — but as our Trade will 
be lessened, we shall not have Means left to pay for so much by one Half; 
we must use Cyder, and malt Liquors; the first we have Plenty of, the 
latter we can make near equal in Goodness to any in Great Britain." Copy 
of Letter sent to Jasper Mauduit, November 28, 1764, and to Richard Jack- 
son the Spring following. Lee mss., ni. 2. 

6 John Hancock to Devonshire & Reeves, Nov. 4, 1765, in the ms. Letter- 
Book owned by the New England Historic-Genealogical Society. 
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firm mind also to devise customs machinery so carefully 
articulated that smuggling and other evasions of the revenue 
acts would be effectually brought to an end. 1 

The American Board of Commissioners of the Customs 
was constituted, and the four of its members who sailed 
from England reached Boston on Guy Fawkes Day, Novem- 
ber 5, 1767. Theirs was not a gracious task, but they took 
hold with a certain energy and accounts show they 
were moderately efficient. 2 From the customs viewpoint 
the discouragements were many; and among them was the 
widely recognized attitude of the Earl of Shelburne, Principal 
Secretary of State for the Southern Department, who then 
had jurisdiction over the colonies. In the House of Lords 
he had pressed for repeal of the Stamp Act 3 and later he 
had credit for judgment and tact in resolutely opposing addi- 
tional forces to support prerogative in America. 4 But 
toward the end of 1767 5 the influence of the King and the 
" King's Friends " was exerted to deprive Shelburne of the 
American department. 6 He was too warm an admirer of 

1 For Act creating a Board of Customs Commissioners in America see 
Statutes at Large (1786), vin. 24. 7 George III, cap. 41. 

2 According to "An account of the Gross Receipt, Payments and Net 
Produce by Each Act from 5 th January 1768 to 5 th January 1769 as appears 
by the Accounts in my Office," signed by " James Porter Comp r Gen 1 Custom 
House Boston the 15 th November 1769," the gross receipts for the Port of 
Boston that year were £9508. 185. i%d., from which payments were £774. 165. 
gd., or net receipts of £8734. 15. 4\d., with certain "Accounts Wanting." For 
all the ports together under the jurisdiction of the American Commissioners, 
Newfoundland to the Bahamas, the gross receipts were £39,734 4s id, less 
payments of £2977 8s iod, or net receipts of £36,756 12s 2±d. — PRO, 
Treasury, Class 1, Bundle 465, fo. 112. See Commissioners of the Customs 
in America to Lords of the Treasury, May 12, 1768, complaining of delays 
in the post routes. Infra. 

s American Historical Review, xvn. 584. 

4 Trevelyan, The American Revolution (1921 ed.), 1. 10. 

5 " The Ministry is very unsettled. A new Secretary for America alone, 
is at last appointed — L d . Hillsborough . . . M r . Greenville [sic] seems our 
most bitter enemy, and takes every opportunity to render us obnoxious . . ." 
Nathaniel Rogers to Hutchinson, London, Dec. 30, 1767, Mass. Archives, 
xxv. 24o. a , 

6 "The truth of the case is amongst all Gentlemen here almost, they 
are grown quite weary of American matters, they think they did so much 
in the repeal of the Stamp Act, they think our opposition to the present 
Act so unreasonable & ungrateful, and American Affairs have been so long 
the subject that they hate to think of them or of anything that brings them 
to their mind, this I have found pretty general, with all with whom I have 
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Pitt to be left in charge of affairs requiring " firmness/' and 
there was newly created, to rank with Shelburne, a third 
principal secretary of state, to have the care exclusively of 
plantations and colonies overseas. The noble appointee was 
Wills Hill, Earl of Hillsborough, and his was the new in- 
fluence in colonial administration when the American Com- 
missioners of the Customs were laying their plans for 1768. 
Viscount Barrington wrote Governor Bernard on January 
8, 1 that the change had been determined upon — a letter 
which Bernard did not receive until about February 20 2 — 
but it is quite likely that more than one crown officer had 
had private intimations somewhat earlier. 3 In any case, 
the well informed on these shores were quick to sense a 
distinct change in policy at Westminster and the phalanx of 
placemen pressed forward to greet the " new system." The 
new minister was fed the morsels he would approve, and 
among the faithful there was a lively satisfaction that now 
Horatius was on hand and the colonial Etruscans would be 
taught their place at the proper end of the bridge. Arthur 
Lee was on friendly terms with Lord Shelburne, 4 and he 
must have written from knowledge when he warned his 
brother of the program for Virginia. "Your Governor's 
speech," he wrote, " was drawn up here [in London] and 



conversed. My Lord Rockingham who is our best friend among the Nobility, 
is out of all patience, he told a Gentleman, a friend of mine, a few days 
ago, that we were determined not to leave our friends this side the water, 
without the power even of a shadow of an excuse . . ." Nathaniel Rogers 
to Hutchinson, London, July 2, 1768, lb., 263. 

" These New England People always were a Refractory People, ever 
since, and indeed, even in King William's Time." Newcastle to Rockingham, 
July 23, 1768, L. C. Transcripts, Add 1 mss. 32990, fo. 340. " I wish your 
Lordship would let me have what particulars you may have picked up, 
relating to The Behaviour of our Colonies in America. It is represented 
very bad. And I am afraid, It is so. It is even called a Revolt/* New- 
castle to Albemarle, August 24, 1768. lb. (32991*, fo. 27). 

1 The Barrington-Bernard Correspondence (Harvard Historical Studies), 
130. 

2 lb., 147. " Both the Mails of . . . Febry are still due ... I have no 
advice in an Official Way of the Appointment of Lord Hillsborough." 
lb., 153. 

3 P- 3> «• 5- supra, and Bancroft (1854) ed. vi. no, notes. 

4 Shelburne to A. Lee, in Lee mss. (Harvard College Library), 1. 1744- 
1772. 
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debated in Council, before he went out; Lord Shelburne 
obtain'd the expunging an express requisition to your assem- 
bly for acknowledging the declaratory Bill; if therefore any 
such is made; it is on the sole authority of Lord Hills- 
borough." * 

It is clear that Lord Hillsborough was of the same kidney 
with the Earl of Bute, the Duke of Grafton, and Lord North. 
Trevelyan points to pungent respects paid them by so stout 
a Tory as Samuel Johnson: " I will not say that what they 
did was always wrong; but it was always done at a wrong 
time." 2 Mr. Channing repeats for us the estimate Lord 
Hillsborough earned from the King himself some eight years 
later, when George III gave it as his considered opinion that 
he had never known " a man of less judgment." 3 Arthur Lee 
thought Hillsborough " extremely shallow," 4 and there is 
the added word of Viscount Bryce last summer that " There 
were strong and wise statesmen in England but they were 
not in power!" 5 On both sides of the Atlantic there were 
offices in the public employment that were just "places," 
bestowed as marks of favor; it was personal government, 
and personal government was among the issues involved in 
the seizure of the sloop " Liberty." 

Francis Bernard had been governor since the recall of 
Pownall in 1760. He had married a cousin of Viscount 
Barrington, then Secretary at War. For thirty-three years 
Barrington was a consistent place-keeper through successive 
administrations, and perhaps at no time did Bernard feel 
more strongly intrenched in royal good opinion than at the 

1 A. Lee to a brother, March 23, 1769. Lee mss., in. 46. Lord Hills- 
borough took office January 20, 1768. Diet. Nat. Biog. 

2 Trevelyan, George the Third and Charles Fox, 1. 12. 

3 A History of the United States, in. 98, citing Royal Historical Manu- 
scripts Commission's Reports, x. Appendix vi. 15. 

4 R. H. Lee, Life of Arthur Lee (1829), v. 185, et seq. 

Of Lord Hillsborough Franklin wrote, — "My quarrel is only with him, 
who, of all men I ever met with, is surely the most unequal in his treat- 
ment of people, the most insincere, and the most wrongheaded; . . ." 
Letter to William Franklin, July 14, 1773, Works, v. 196. 

"You may conceive, sir, whether such a temper perpetually acted upon 
by the implacable hatred of Bernard is likely to abandon a favourite system 
of tyranny and revenge, without any apparent reason." lb., v. 215. 

5 The Study of American History, 33. 

See Hillsborough to Bernard, Bernard Papers, xi. (Correspondence), 
passim 187-285. 
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appointment of Lord Hillsborough. No king's minister 
could have been more credulous than Hillsborough; none 
could have swallowed more easily the views and judgments 
framed for him by so assiduous a courtier as Francis 
Bernard. Like other functionaries of that era the governor 
could see nothing improper in advancing Jonathan Sewall 
for the dual post of attorney-general and advocate-general 
for the Massachusetts jurisdiction and justice of the court of 
Vice-Admiralty at Halifax, holding both offices at one and 
the same time. 1 To one so " knowing," 2 the practical work- 
ing out was simple; Sewall could be allowed to act here 
because of " desirable cases " coming up, and once he had 
opened court at Halifax leave would be granted for a year 
at a time, leaving the business in charge of a deputy. Ber- 
nard could be bland, too, in reassuring Hutchinson that he 
had made no mistake in giving a character to John Adams. 
When Bernard had returned to England in 1769, he wrote: 
" I was asked by one of the Ministry today who that John 
Adams was; I gave him as favorable an answer as I could, 
but not such as could have justified the appointment of him 
to an office of Trust" ! 3 The two items are an index to 
the political idealism of this " Provincial Bashaw," 4 who 
wrote Jackson, Agent of the Province, that " Governments 
are to be caught flying by watching the opportunity." 5 Once 
rid of the guarded hand of Lord Shelburne, Bernard, together 
with the Commissioners of the Customs, the latter also resi- 
dent in Boston, but with scope 6 from Davis Strait to the 
Keys of Florida, Bermuda and the Bahamas, bestirred 
themselves for a period of old-time Stuart enforce- 
ment. 7 On congratulating Lord Hillsborough, Bernard 

a Bernard to Philip Stephens [Admiralty], March 15, 1769. Bernard 
Papers (Letter Book), vn. 153. 

2 Barrington-Bernard Correspondence, 140. 

3 Bernard to Hutchinson, Nov. 17, 1770. Bernard Papers (Letter Books), 
VIII. 21. 

4 See B. Church, Address to a Provincial Bashaw (1769). 

5 Bernard Papers (Letter Book), January 24, 1769. 

6 Circular, Rochford to certain " Ministers and Consuls," December 6, 
1768, directing them to send "immediate Notice of all British Vessels . . . 
Which you suspect ... to be carrying on an illicit Trade ... to or from 
. . . America." — PRO, Treasury, Class 1, Bundle 466, fo. 259. 

7 In the talk of the day they were " contemptible salary hunters." See 
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asserted: " The reducing this country into good Order is be- 
come the most arduous Task that perhaps Administration 
was ever engaged in." 1 Duties were to be collected, surly 
inhabitants were to be taught their obligations to Government, 
and, as crown officers, Bernard and the Commissioners en- 
couraged, advisedly, " the rigorous measures which the new 
system was to pursue." 1 Of what use was a colonial civil 
list, independent of assemblies, if forfeitures were sparse, and 
collections meagre? 

For a governor who kept " clear," as he said, " of giving 
any provocation by not resenting any," 2 the success of Capt. 
Daniel Malcolm in resisting the revenue officers was like a 
sore boil. On March 14, 1768, Bernard wrote to Pownall: 
" The officers of the Customs are still threatened with Vio- 
lence and Vengeance; nor are the Commissioners spared. 
But no actual Violence has hitherto happened, except a 
strong-handed landing a cargo of a Ship in defiance of 
Law which still remains unpunished for want of Power rather 
than Discovery." 3 The attempted seizure of Malcom's 
private stock, in his cellar, was on September 24, 1766, 
nearly fourteen months before the new customs authorities 
came, and now, soon after their establishment, the same cul- 
prit had flaunted their authority. The two cases were so 
flagrant that amidst organizing and reorganizing there was 
a duty not only to examine into all the details of the re- 
peated fiascos, but to make certain no such incident should 
be suffered to recur. 

It was in this atmosphere of evasion and " indulged " 4 



Committee of Sons of Liberty to John Wilkes, June 6, 1768. Gay Tran- 
scripts (Miscellaneous Papers), in. 17. John Adams and Joseph Warren 
were on the committee. 

1 Franklin, Works (Sparks), iv. 483; Bernard Papers {Letter Books), 
vi. 296. 

2 Bernard to John Pownall, February 18, 1767. Bernard Papers {Letter 
Books), v. 13. See "Diary of Captain Corner, enclosed in letter of Com- 
modore Hood to the Admiralty, Oct. 12, 1768." "Thursday the 15 th 
[September] threats and Panic as usual the Guvenor [Bernard] wishes 
himself away says he believes the Rontney prevented Rebelion." LC Tran- 
scripts, 25. Admiralty In-Letters, 482, 217. 

8 Infra. 

4 Bernard wrote to Barrington, April 20, 1768: "Yesterday I received 
your Lordship's Letter recommending Mr Chaumier: Immediately after 
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entries, a part of the very air they breathed, that on Febru- 
ary 12, 1768/ the Commissioners wrote two notable letters, 
one to the Lords of the Treasury, 2 and the other to 
Commodore Hood, 3 commanding officer on the North Atlan- 
tic station^ quartered at Halifax. In both appeals they 
stressed the need of ships and men to support them in collect- 
ing the revenue and to put an end to the illicit practices that 
had become entirely too casual. 4 The " second memorial " 
which Jared Sparks 5 found among papers of the Board of 
Trade, of date March 28, 1768, has now been copied, and an 
examination of that and related documents will throw light 
upon the administrative confusion of the Grafton regime. 
Unless the customs establishment could be upheld by some- 
thing more than naked authority there was slight chance of 
making effective their control of the routes of trade. 6 The 
pressure of an armed force was the thing needful, and if 
Government wanted to put through a political policy it was 
now the duty of Government to make good their assurances 
that the king would brook no trifling on the part of his 
American subjects. There were other memorials, as on 
March 4 7 and as late as on May 12, 8 but so slow was the 
transit of official dispatches that we cannot be sure the first 
of these Macedonian calls reached London until early in 
May. News items must have seeped in through private cor- 
respondence by the latter part of April, 9 but the actual text 

which I had an Opportunity of shewing my Desire of serving him by re- 
moving some Difficulties in the way of his obtaining an Indulgence from the 
Board of Customs, which I hope has been effectually done. Barrington- 
Bernard Correspondence, 153. 

1 The day after the famous Massachusetts " Circular Letter." 

2 See p. 263, infra. 
8 See p. 278, infra. 

4 Several additional letters exchanged by Hood and the Commissioners 
are in LC Transcripts, 25 (PRO, Admiralty, Secretary, In -Letters, 483, 
Part I). 

5 Sparks mss. (Harvard College Library) Minutes, 43, in. 190. 

6 "The Officers of the Crown & Friends of the British Government are 
now in a distressed State, hoping that, but not knowing how or when, they 
shall be relieved." Bernard to Barrington, Correspondence, April 20, 1768, 

153. 

7 Commissioners of Customs to Commodore Hood, L.CL Transcripts, 25. 

8 PRO, Treasury, Class 1, 465. 330. 333. 

9 See Barrington to Bernard, April 16, 1768, Correspondence, 150, and 
Venner to Bradshaw, February 8, 1768 (received April 19), PRO, Treas- 
ury, Class 1, 465. 147. 
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of the memorial of February 12 apparently did not reach 
Hillsborough until May 7; 1 and while there may have been 
spasmodic but rather indefinite dispatches like that to Gage 
of April 23, 2 it seems he was not stung to action until re- 
ceipt of the " duplicate " on June 4. 8 With the latter lend- 
ing fresh emphasis to reports of Bernard, the secretary for 
America may have had a sudden access of that " prudence 
firmness & temper " 4 for which he had been so warmly com- 
mended. It may have been due to intervention on the 
part of the king himself, but in any case on June 8 Hills- 
borough ordered Gage to send troops to Boston, 5 on June 
10 he sent Dispatch No. 10 to Bernard, 6 and on June 11 
he made requisition on the Admiralty for an adequate naval 
force. 7 The mills of ministerial officialdom had begun to 
grind, but we have only to follow the record to see with 
what extreme slowness they functioned. Really it is no 
wonder historians have felt there was an air of mystery over 
Gage's neglect to carry out the order of June 8 ; although it 
becomes clear from his letter of September 7 that the missing 
order did not reach him until early that month. 8 

As of August 31 he wrote Bernard: " I am now to acquaint 
you I have received orders." 9 Instructions had then to be 
communicated to Dalrymple at Halifax, and when difficulties 
of travel are considered it is matter of no surprise that Hood, 
while for months anticipating positive moves, was in no 
position to release possible transports for troops within reach 
of Halifax until on September 1 1 10 he received the letter from 

1 Bradshaw to Phelps, May 7, 1768, shows receipt of copy of the 
February 12 memorial by Hillsborough's office the same day. PRO, Colonial, 
Class 5, 757. 119. 

2 Hillsborough to Gage, PRO, Colonial, Class 5, 241. 58-59. 

3 See p. 271, infra. 

4 Barrington to Bernard, April 16, 1768, Correspondence, 151. 

5 A third extraordinary Budget, &c. (1769), V-2. The same letter 
(Dispatch No 7) is in PRO, Colonial, Class 5, 241. 73-74. 

6 Bernard Papers, xi. (Correspondence). 

7 PRO, Colonial, Class 5, 757- 165. 

8 Hillsborough expressed surprise that on August 20 Gage had not re- 
ceived his Dispatch No. 7 of June 8. See Hillsborough's No. 13 to Gage, 
October 12, 1768, in Gay Transcripts (State Papers), xi. 50. 

9 Bernard Papers, xi (Correspondence), 287. 

10 Hood to Stephens (Admiralty), September 15, 1768. — ". . . Directing 
Dalrymple to embark 1002." In LC Transcripts, 25. 
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Gage directing Dalrymple to embark. Naturally enough, the 
admiralty order of June 1 1 had been received only the pre- 
vious day, on September io. 1 And as an officer of experience, 
Gage felt obliged to proceed with no undue haste. He had 
told Hillsborough this was a " Country where every man 
studies Law, and interprets the Laws as suits his purposes." 2 
The general had to bear in mind certain legal restraints 
upon the use of troops. As late as July n, he wrote Ber- 
nard: "It is needless for me to acquaint you, that it is 
contrary to the Laws and Constitution for Troops to have 
to quell Tumults and Riots, unless Military Aid is required 
for those Purposes by the Civil Power, and that even then, 
the Troops cannot act by their own Authority, but are under 
the Commands of the Civil Power, and must act solely in 
obedience thereto." 8 But for Hood there was not the same 
need for restraint. It was late in March when he received 
the Commissioners' appeal, and quite promptly, on the 29th, 
he sent the Hope to Boston, her commander, Captain Daw- 
son, bearing assurances that the Romney Man-of-War 4 would 
be fitted and equipped for the service. On May 6 the 
Romney sailed, and in Boston she arrived May 17. 

Meanwhile, there were happenings in the three-hilled town 
on Massachusetts Bay. John Hancock, whom Hood was to 
call "the richest man in the Country and the Known Abettor 
of Tumultuous proceedings," 5 among others was pursuing 
his import and export trade with as much diligence as politi- 
cal distraction would permit. He, too, was not unacquainted 
with "indulgences." On January 20 he had ordered wine 
to be brought from Madeira in his sloop Liberty after she 
had delivered a cargo in an English port. 6 On April 8 Han- 
cock had baffled the customs officers in landing from the 

1 lb. "Happy that what I have done has corresponded so exactly." 

2 October 31, 1768, in Copies of Letters from Governor Bernard, &c, to 
the Earl of Hillsborough (1769), 25. See also the opinion of De Grey, 
Attorney General, cited in Bancroft (1854 ed.), vi. 206. 

8 Bernard Papers, xi, {Correspondence) , 231. 

* See "State and Condition of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels under 
the Command of Commodore Hood in North America," May 5, 1768, in 
LC Transcripts, 25. PRO, Admiralty In-Letters. 

5 Hood to Philip Stephens (Admiralty Secretary), July 11, 1768 in 
LC Transcripts, 25. 

6 Infra. 
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brigantine Lydia a " customable " cargo and had further se- 
cured from Sewail, the advocate-general, a ruling favorable 
to his contention. 1 The Malcom cases, 2 and now the Lydia 
misadventure, alike damaging to the prestige of Bernard and 
the revenue establishment, were coupled as issues during the 
spring of 1768. The Liberty arrived quietly on May 9, and 
for more than thirty days gave no occasion for outward 
political excitement. The other important arrival in May 
was the Romney, " a fine new 50-Gun ship." 3 The revenue 
officers were disappointed over what they regarded as an 
entirely inadequate display, but it was notification none the 
less that the Hillsborough program was beginning to move. 
From that time on, political happenings ensued with swift- 
ness, and not without seething unrest on the part of the in- 
habitants. 4 " We have been in a frenzy for six or seven 
weeks without any lucid interval," wrote Thomas Hutchinson 
late in July to a correspondent in Halifax, and there was 
ground for the remark. 6 

Hardly had the commander of the Romney dropped anchor 
off the Boston wharves, when he began exploiting the sea- 
dog manners of the period. Hutchinson's temperate state- 

1 The affair of the Lydia the writer hopes to make the subject of a 
later paper. There are several papers in the Public Record Office bearing 
on the case, in Treasury, Class i, Bundle 465. fos. 348, 351-352, 354-355, 
356-357, 358; Bundle 466, fo. 275; and Bundle 468. fos. 164-166. 

2 " Malcom " was the spelling used by Malcolm himself in his affidavit 
re the revenue raid on his premises in 1766. See Lee mss., ni. for ten affi- 
davits of eyewitnesses, including Malcom. 

3 John Lees, Journal (1768) in Gay Transcripts, Miscellaneous Papers, 

m. 9. 

4 Hutchinson to "Mr. Grant," July 27, 1768, Mass. Archives, xxvi. 317. 

5 Bernard could offer the following explanation: " It has been the 
Subject of Wonder how the Faction which harrasses this Town and through 
it the whole Continent, which is known to consist of very few of the 
lowest kind of Gentry and is directed by 3 or 4 persons bankrupt in Repu- 
tation as well as in Property, should be able to keep in Subjection the 
Inhabitants of such a Town as this, who possess an hundred Times the 
Credit and Property (I might say much more) of those who rule them with 
a Rod of Iron. This Paradox is at once solved by showing that this Town 
is governed by the lowest of the People and from the Time of the Stamp 
Act to this Hour has been and is in the Hands of the Mob . . ." 

Dispatch to Hillsborough, May 19, 1768. Bernard Papers (Letter Books), 
vi- 301-302. 

It should be remembered this was an official report of the Governor of 
Massachusetts to the Secretary of State for America and designed for the 
King's own information. 
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ment to Jackson on June 16 is evidence that impress- 
ment of seamen, rather than the seizure of John Hancock's 
goods, was perhaps the genesis of what happened; but it is 
to be kept in mind that " pressing " was the ministerialists' 
vulnerable point, and that it was no part of Whig policy to 
lay stress upon Hancock's uncustomed wines. " It is unfortu- 
nate," wrote Hutchinson, 1 " that in the midst of these difficul- 
ties the Romney has been impressing seamen out of all inward- 
bound vessels and although he does not take men belonging 
to the Province who have families, yet the fear of it prevents 
coasters as well as other vessels coming in freely, and it 
adds more fewel to the great stock among us before. It is 
pity that in peaceable times any pressing of seamen should be 
allowed in the colonies. If it was not, I believe the com- 
manders would not have so many deserters as they now 
have." 

While the House of Representatives was taking measures 
" to prevent the Lives Libertys & Estates of His Majesty's 
subjects being put into further danger " from the Romney, 2 
and a committee of the Council was examining into the con- 
duct of Captain Corner and his officers, 8 the sloop Liberty 

1 Hutchinson to Richard Jackson, June 16, 1768, Mass. Archives, xxvi. 
311. Jackson was dismissed as agent for Massachusetts Bay, February 6, 
1767. Acts and Resolves of the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, xvm. (Re- 
solves, etc.), Ch. 121, p. 173. Dr. Johnson called him "all-knowing." He 
was made a lord of the Treasury in Shelburne's ministry, July, 1782. 

2 In Mass. Archives, ex. 336, is the message of the House of Representa- 
tives to Governor Bernard, June 4, 1768, complaining of press gangs from 
the Romney and asking for " the Relief e of such Persons as may be injured 
in the Manner before expressed, and to prevent the Lives Libertys and 
Estates of his Majesty's Subjects being put into further danger." 

3 Captain Corner of the Romney in his turn complained " of sundry 
Insults, and Abuses offered to some of the Officers of the said Ship, last 
Sunday Evening [June 5]," and William Brattle, James Bowdoin, and 
Royall Tyler, a committee of the Council appointed to confer with him, 
made report under date of June 16 that only eighteen men had been 
"impressed and detained," and that "it might be relied on that no man 
should be taken from any Coasting Vessel whatever coming from New 
York or Connecticut, or any Place to the Northward of them as far as 
Quebec: That with regard to other Vessels (if she should want more 
Men) he would not take any one married in the Province or belonging to 
it, and in Case any such should happen to be taken he would immediately 
release them on receiving a Certificate from his Excellency the Governor, 
or any two Gentlemen of the Council, that such men belong to this Province." 
lb. lxvi. 438-441. 

■In affidavit of Richard Reeve and Thomas Irving there is record of in- 
sults to officers boarding the Hope, April 17, 1768. PRO, Treasury. Class 
1. Bundle 465. fo. 256. 
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was lying at John Hancock's wharf taking on an outward 
cargo of twenty barrels of tar and two hundred barrels of 
oil. 1 She had reached port not only with Madeira wine for 
her owner, 2 but with private invoices also, the latter on car- 
riage for sundry gentlemen, including Harrison Gray, the 
province treasurer. 8 Hallowell, who was still comptroller 
of the customs, testified before the Treasury Board in Lon- 
don — and as to material facts of the " entry " his evidence 
is not controverted — that two revenue officers had been put 
aboard the Liberty on arrival, and that on May 10 the master 
of the vessel made an entry of twenty-five casks of wine only. 
It had been commonly reported that the Liberty carried a 
much larger quantity and Hallowell alleged he had heard 
Hancock himself declare before the arrival of the sloop that 
he would run her cargo on shore. 4 At first the revenue 
officers charged with watching the vessel gave no informa- 
tion; they were examined, and said there had been no wine 
run out of the ship. On the 10th of June, however, Thomas 
Kirk, one of the said officers, gave an information upon oath 
that the evening of the 9th of May, the day she arrived, 
Hancock's captain made proposals to him to consent to the 
hoisting out several casks of wine that night before the vessel 
was entered; that he peremptorily refused — upon which 
Captain Marshall took hold of him and with the assistance of 
five or six other persons unknown forced him into the cabin 
and nailed the cover down. He was confined, he said, about 
three hours, during which time he heard a noise of many 
people on deck at work hoisting out goods, and that he dis- 
tinctly heard the noise of the tackles; that when that noise 
ceased Captain Marshall went down to him in the cabin 
and threatened that if he disclosed what had happened that 
night his life would be in danger, and his property destroyed. 

1 In Hancock's Letter Book is reference to an item of marine under- 
writing,. — "£2000 Insure by Smith Ship Liberty." £2086.17.6 "Lawful 
Money" was figured by Hancock as the equivalent of £1565.3.2 in Sterling. 
See entry for March 30, 1768. 

2 Hancock had previously ordered wine from Madeira on November 
12, 1767, to be brought in the Sloop Betsy but that vessel was "cast away 
on Cape Cod." See Letter Book. 

3 Province Treasurer, June 22, 1753 to Revolution; became a refugee. 

4 See Peter Oliver, The Origin and Progress of the American Rebellion, in 
Gay Transcripts, 95-96. 
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Captain Marshall then went away, having set the said Kirk 
at liberty, but the latter was so much " intimidated by the 
aforesaid threatenings," * that he made no immediate report. 
The death of Captain Marshall, it was said from over- 
exertion, was doubtless a factor in Kirk's sudden resolution, 
later on, to give his account of what had transpired. 1 The 
other officer said he was asleep, but Kirk declared his col- 
league was drunk, and had gone home to bed. Kirk's infor- 
mation 2 was laid before the Board of Customs the ioth of 
June by Joseph Harrison, Collector of the Port, and the 
Board directed the latter to take the opinion of Mr. Lisle, 
their solicitor, and Mr. Lisle advised the seizing of the 
vessel. 3 Hulton, chairman of the Board, advised Harrison 
that as matter of precaution the vessel when seized 4 should 
be delivered in charge of Captain Corner, commander of the 
Romney man-of-war. 5 

According to Hallowell, 6 many persons, and particularly 
Dr. Warren, had cautioned him that if a seizure were made 
there would be a great uproar, and Dr. Warren added that 
he could not be answerable for the consequences. The cap- 
tain of the Romney was applied to in the name of the Col- 
lector and Comptroller to send a boat to assist in making 
seizure. The mooring of the vessel was thrown off by the 

1 M r . Hancock . . . lost one of his best Captains of his Vessells, by 
over-heating himself on that Night, who died with a Fever about 3 or 4 
Days after. These are some of the Effects of M r . Hancock's Vanity and 
Patriotism; and when he may view the List of his Crimes, with Rebellion 
bringing up the Rear, he may, possibly, blush to find that Vanity & Sam 
Adams had plunged him into Offences of so deep a Dye." Peter Oliver in 
Gay transcripts, 96. 

2 Affidavit of Thomas Kirk in Letters to the Ministry (1769), 91. 

8 A letter of D. Lisle to Thomas Bradshaw, May 14, 1768, is in 
PRO, Treasury. Class 1. Bundle 465. fo. 254. 

4 "That a Vessel seized the 10 th Instant had been in an unprecedented 
Manner carried away from the Wharf where she lay, by Armed Boats 
belonging to the Romney Man of War under his Command. . . . 

" With regard to the Seizure, he [Capt. Corner] informed the Committee, 
he had given his Assistance in Consequence of an Application made to him 
by the Officers of the Revenue. That by several Acts of Parliament, and 
by his Instructions he was obliged to do it; and that had he refused he 
should have incurred a severe Penalty and the Loss of his Commission." 
Report of Committee of the Council, Mass. Archives, lxvi. 439, 440. 

8 See infra for Captain Corner's "instructions." 

6 Infra, n. 6, p. 253. 
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Rotnney's company; and when they were hauling it in, the 
mob laid hold of the ropes and pelted officers and seamen 
with stones so that the latter felt obliged to tow the sloop 
under the stern of the war-vessel. So much, for the present, 
for Hallowell's testimony. 1 Hutchinson wrote to Jackson on 
the 1 6th that the customs officers had differed in opinion, 
Harrison thinking the Liberty might safely lie at the wharf 
after she had had the broad arrow, but Hallowell had con- 
sidered it best to move her under the guns of the Rotnney, 
a quarter of a mile from the shore. 2 Much was made of this 
point, and there exists a curious letter signed by one John 
Powell purporting to show on the authority of Paxton, one 
of the Board, that the seizure was an enterprise of Hallowell 
and Harrison, especially Hallowell — an assertion that 
Harrison took pains promptly to deny. 3 There is also a 
friendly letter of William Molineaux, 4 a prominent Boston 
merchant radical, offering sympathy to Harrison. In any 
case, the Board, Temple alone excepted, assumed full respon- 
sibility after they had withdrawn to the Castle. 

Hutchinson's account to Jackson 5 proceeds to tell of fur- 
ther occurrences the evening of the seizure: 

"A mob presently gathered 6 and insulted the Custom 

1 In Mass. Archives, lxvi. 443-444, is a fragment of a report read to 
the Council June 14 " respects the seizure of [the Liberty] Vessel in the 
harbor of Boston," afterwards accepted [June 29] after several paragraphs 
had been deleted. This document refers to " the Violence and Unprece- 
dentedness of the Procedure with regard to the carrying off said vessel, 
and the Reflection implied thereby upon the Inhabitants of the Town, as 
disposed to rescue any seizure that might be made, . . ." and assigns to 
that " Procedure " an amount of blame for disorders that followed. 

2 Hutchinson to Richard Jackson, June 16, 1768, in Mass. Archives, 
xxvi. 310-312. 

3 Letter to Harrison, June 13, 1768, signed "J. P.," Chalmers Papers 
(Harvard College Library), m. 2. 

4 lb. m. 1. 

5 Hutchinson to Richard Jackson, June 16, 1768, in Mass. Archives, 
xxvi. 310-312. 

6 See " Corrections in the Examination of Mr. Hallowell, on 21st July, 
1768" in "A third extraordinary Budget" &c, 6-7. "The Captain of the 
Romney was applied to in the Name of the Collector only" " The Collec- 
tor only, desired the Officer of the Romney to take Possession of the Vessel 
for her Security." "The Master of the Romney into whose charge the 
Seizure was delivered" instead of, "The Master of the Romney who made 
the Seizure" 

See Letters to the Ministry, 93, for affidavit of Richard Acklom 
Harrison. 
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House officers, and coerced them as trespassers up the wharffe 
tore their clothes, and bruised and other-ways hurt them until 
one after another they escaped. The mob increased to 2 or 
3000 chiefly sturdy boys and negroes and broke the windows 
of the Comptroller's house and then the Inspector William's 
and then went in search of the Man-of-war's boats which not 
finding they took a boat belonging to Mr. Harrison the Col- 
lector, dragged her into the Common and burnt her and 
about one o'clock dispersed. 1 This was Friday. Saturday 
and Sunday evenings are sacred. Monday it was supposed 
would produce something more important. . . ." There was 
evidence that in scurrying away Hallowell pointed to Harri- 
son as the instigator, and Harrison and his son bore the 
brunt of the melee. Harrison was himself left on the ground 
covered with blood, and the son was knocked down and 
dragged by the hair of his head. 

While Hutchinson was assisting Bernard by writing 
private reports to the Duke of Grafton, Lord Adam Gordon, 
Thomas Whateley, William Bollan, Israel Mauduit, Thomas 
Pownall, and others in London, 2 the governor was himself 
occupied with detailed official dispatches to Lord Hills- 
borough. Looking through his magisterial glasses it was not 
simply a " Riot," it was a " Great Riot " ; and in general 
there was much more color than Hutchinson would have been 
likely to employ at that time; but there are details in Ber- 
nard's letters that do not appear elsewhere. Instead, how- 
ever, of the two or three thousand gathered in a mob Bernard 
uses the expression, — " about 500 some say 1000." 

1 See " Information " of Richard Silvester, sworn before Thomas 
Hutchinson. " The informant went up to one of the parties and M r . 
Samuel Adams . . . happened to join the same party near about that 
same instant of time trembling and in great agitation. The party consisted 
of about Seven in Number, who were unknown to the informant, he 
having but little Acquaintance with the Inhabitants, or if any of them were 
known he cannot now recollect them. The informant heard the Samuel 
Adams then say to the said Party — 'If you are Men behave like Men; 
let us take up arms immediately and be free and Seize all the King's 
officers. We shall have thirty thousand Men to join Us from the Country.' 
The informant then walked off believing his company was disagreeable." 
There are other references to Samuel Adams in the affidavit. Chalmers 
Papers, in. 1. 

2 Mass. Archives, xxvi. 311, 312. 
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Whilst the Boat was burning some gentlemen who had an in- 
fluence over them persuaded them to depart; this was debated 
and put to the vote. Whereupon Proclamation was made " each 
man to his Tent; " before this they were harangued by a leader; 
who among other used these words as they have been reported to 
me, " We will support our Liberties depending upon the strength 
of our own arms and God." • Whilst they were upon the Common 
they got some rum and attempted to get more; if they had pro- 
cured it in quantity God knows where this Fury would have ended. 
And now the Terror of the Night is over, it is said to be only a 
Prelude to greater Mischiefs; the threats against the Commissioners 
and all the officers of the Board being renewed with as great malice 
as ever. 1 

Richard Frothingham mentions Hancock as present while 
the boat was burning; " the inference," he says " is a fair 
one, that Hancock, Samuel Adams, and Joseph Warren 
reached there together." 2 

By Saturday, June 11, Bernard was running true to form. 
Continuing his report, " This morning I got the Council 
together as soon as I could, and laid the affair before them. 
After a long altercation about what should be done, in which 
appeared a Disposition to meddle with it as little as pos- 
sible, It was advised and ordered that such of the Council 
as were Justices should assist me in ascertaining the Facts 
by the Examination of Witnesses. . . . " 3 

It was in respect of the Council that Bernard had ex- 
claimed — "This is a Devil of a Constitution!" 4 There 

1 Bernard to Hillsborough, June n, 1768. Bernard Papers {Letter 
Books), vi. 313. 

2 Life and Times of Joseph Warren, 58. Lord Hillsborough was also 
president of the board of trade. See Hillsborough to Bernard, July 4, 
1768, Bernard Papers, xi. 211. The minister replied to Bernard's repre- 
sentations with instructions to remove all the officers of the peace 
"Known to be infected with Principles of Disaffection"; that for any 
overt Act that might justify transportation to England the accused should 
be tried under 35 Henry VIII, cap. 2; and that certain protection against 
impressment enacted in Queen Anne's reign had expired! 

8 Bernard Letter Books, vi. 313. Several affidavits taken before the 
Council, Daniel Malcom's among them, are in The American Gazette 
(1768), n. 97-111, et seq. 

* February 6, 1765. Bernard Papers (Letter Books), m. 274. 

Hutchinson to [pencil note "To Gov. Pownall"], June 7, 1768, in 
Mass. Archives, xxv. 262. 

lb. 262. 
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never was a body so ready to take depositions! And lead- 
ing all the deponents was Daniel Malcolm of the North 
End. A few days earlier Hutchinson named him as a 
principal subscriber of an address to Mr. Wilkes thanking 
him for the glorious confusion he is pulling the government 
into at home and praying he would afford his Boston friends 
his " encouragement in the like measures here." Hutchin- 
son sadly complained that his office-keeper had christened 
a child " John Wilkes " and that " No. 45 " was figured on its 
breast. " From this State of Anarchy," added Hutchinson, 
"good Lord deliver first you and then us! " And now 
Daniel Malcom, giving testimony of his leading part in 
the June 10 affair in which Hallowell was not this time to 
be bested, was once more named in dispatches. In Septem- 
ber Bernard castigated a Grand Jury for including among 
its members several abettors of the Boston mob, and " par- 
ticularly the famous Capt. Malcom, who having twice in 
a forcible Manner set the Laws of Trade at Defiance with 
Success, has thereby raised himself to be a Mob Captain, 
and was actually the raiser of the Mob which abused the 
Custom House Officers on the 10th of June last. This 
Man was thought a fit Person to be upon a Grand Jury 
before whom his own Riots were to be enquired into." x 

On the afternoon of Monday bills were put up notifying 
the Sons of Liberty to meet the next day at 10 o'clock at 
Liberty Hail, or Liberty Tree, which, as Hutchinson says, 
" was all one." 2 "At the appointed time," continued 
Hutchinson, "the Rabble met, but it being a rainy day 
they adjourned to Faneuil Hall where it was proposed to 
send Constables to notify a legal Town Meeting for the 
afternoon at the South Church, the Hall not being large 
enough. Accordingly . . . they chose Otis their Modera- 
tor who after haranguing them some time from the Pulpit 
suffered them to harangue one another until they had agreed 
upon an Address to the Governor, the most extraordinary 
thing that has yet appeared, and appointed 21 of their 
number to wait on him with it and then adjourned to the 
next day for an answer." 2 That was the Impressmenit 

1 Bernard Papers (Letter Books), vh. 25. 

2 Mass. Archives, xxvi. 310. 
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Meeting, on the 14th, 1 at which there was little reference to 
the seizure of the Liberty on the 10th. The Boston News- 
Letter 2 had a little more than a column on the whole epi- 
sode, a meticulous account, but not colorful; it was political 
strategy to let the crown officers 8 put in the thrills! 4 

Joshua Henshaw's letters 5 and the governor's full reports 
on the 14th and 16th are interesting reading. 6 Of the 
twenty-two carriages and chaises owned in Boston 7 eleven 
travelled out to Bernard's country place sloping down to the 
south-west shore of Jamaica Pond; John Hancock with 
James Otis at his side led the procession in his phaeton. 
We are told the committee made a splendid appearance, 
that the governor found the company, in general, very re- 
spectable, that he received them with all possible civility. 
He had wine handed round, and they left, highly pleased 
with their reception; " especially that part of them which 
had not been used to an Interview with me." 8 Almost, that 
day's procedure " broke " Governor Bernard with his royal 
chief. 9 

1 Boston Records, xvi. 253-259. 

2 No. 3376. June 16, 1768. 

3 "Observing that there was no account in any of the Newspapers 
of the riot on fryday Night [July 15] or the meeting at the Town house on 
Saturday I asked the reason of it & was told that the Sons of Liberty had 
forbid all the printers publishing any thing of it. // the King's Govern- 
ment should assume such a power, what would they say ? " Bernard to 
Hillsborough, July 19, 1768. Bernard Papers {Letter Books), vn. 10. 

4 "It is only natural to ask where the Justices and Sheriffs are upon 
these occasions. The persons who are to assist the Sheriff in the execution 
of his Office are Sons of Liberty and determined to oppose him in every- 
thing w ch shall be contrary to their Schemes. Some of the Justices are 
great favourers of them and those who are not are afraid of being sacrificed 
by them and will issue out no warrants to apprehend them. Let an Officer 
behave ever so ill even if he was to abet the Disorders he ought to sup- 
press I do not think it would be practicable to remove him seeing it can- 
not be done without the advice of C Council] and they would be afraid 
to give the advice." — Hutchinson to Richard Jackson, June 16, 1768, 
Mass. Archives, xxvi. 311. 

s June 15 and 22, 1768. M. H. S. Transcripts printed in N. E. Hist. 
Gen. Reg. xxn. 402-403, 452. 

6 Bernard Papers (Letter Books), vi. 315-323. 

7 M. H. S. Proceedings, 2nd series, I. 225. 

8 Bernard Papers {Letter Books), vi. 321. 

8 "I have been of no small service to Gov 1 ". Bernard, his public speech, 
and some other matters that had the appearance of giving way to the 
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But with such moments the governor alternated periods 
of near panic. The day of the impressment meeting he haled 
Hutchinson to Jamaica Farm, fearing it would be necessary 
for the governor also to withdraw to the Castle. 1 And a 
few weeks later he had sent an express to Hutchinson at 
Exeter where the latter was holding court as chief justice. 2 
There are many collateral matters that are inviting, such 
as Bernard's gleeful report of a row between Otis and 
Samuel Adams over the address to Lord Hillsborough; 
the languishing in exile of the Commissioners of the 
Customs " content to behold the pleasant land afar off " ; 
the devious finesse on the part of Bernard in toying with 
requisitions for troops; 3 and how his regularity in reporting 
" Riots " that according to the other side were the excur- 
sions of boys after cherries, was only exceeded by readiness 
to pack his bag for departure, 4 to importune Lord Barring- 
ton for promotion, and to patronize Harvard College. See 
Boston Gazette, May 1, 1769. One file of correspondence 
in particular discloses in Thomas Gage a hard customer for 



populace had like to have done him great injury, and so much, when he 
would have recovered I do not know. I did not urge his tarrying at 
Boston, if a better place could be provided for him, but with , by all means 
to continue him. It is doubted much his want of Spirit in conducting in 
these new measures. For God-sake if he has a regard for himself let him 
take care how he errs too much on the side of popular clamour, his ceed- 
ing to J. Hancock & his answer to the town meeting was of no service 
to him. Pray be as little communicative as possible about matters, send 
for Judge Auchmuty and advise with him in any case you have occasion. 
I know him to be a good Man, let him know this ab l the Gov r but no 
body else. I know more than I dare say. — dated 31 July 68" Anony- 
mous letter, in Bernard Papers, xi. 253. (Sparks mss. Harvard College 
Library) . 

1 Mass. Archives, xxvi. 311. 

2 lb. 313. Memorandum signed "J. C." [John Corner] as of July 7, 
1768, reports a plan to "storm both the Castle and his Majesty's Ships," 
in LC Transcripts, 25, Admiralty, Secretary In-Letters. 

3 "I have kept quite clear of the applying or sending for Troops; and 
I am not knowing of the Orders which are gone to Halifax; I have pub- 
lickly declared in Council that I have not and I will not make any such 
Application unless they advise it." Bernard to Jackson, July 11, 1768. 
Bernard Papers (Letter Books), vi. 133-134. 

4 "I carried my Expectations so far as to engage a Cabbin and fix 
upon a Day for embarking." Bernard to John Pownall, September 20, 
1768. Bernard Papers (Letter Books), vi. 146. 
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the often shifty Francis Bernard. 1 But these are subjects 
in themselves. Sheafs of original papers, all bearing on the 
few days in June when the forfeiture of the Liberty was a live 
issue, will have to be left for another occasion. 

The later efforts of the Commissioners to justify their 
flight from the town to the Castle, and the testimonial in 
their behalf signed by the governor, lieutenant-governor, 
and secretary of the province, together with the judge of the 
court of Vice-Admiralty, throw light on certain features of 
the episode. 2 Another cargo seizure, early in July, illus- 
trates maneuvering on the part of the leaders of the 
popular party. Hutchinson wrote to Jackson, July 14, 
1768: 

The gov*, never was so tyrannical even under Dudley & Andros 
in the Reign of K. James as it is at pres*. No body dares write 
anything contrary to the Prevailing Princip and Some give out 
that it is time for every man to be open & declare his Principles. 
A little Anecdote will show you in whose hands the Authority lies. 
Ten days or a fortn. ago a Sloop and about 30 Cask of Molasses 
were seized for a false entry. The seizure remained secure under 
guard of a Waiter or two for a week or more. At length a number 
of men came on board in the night confined the Waiters and carried 
off the Molasses. It had been the general cry upon the seizure of 
Hancock's Vessel that it was the bold conduct of the officers in 
unnecessarily removing her to the Man of War which caused a 
Mob and that She might have remained secure without any danger 
of a rescue. Upon this Rescue the Custom h. Officers urged that 
it was evident that what had been done before was no more than a 
necessary Security. The Selectmen of the Town finding what use 
would be made of it interposed their Authority and by some 
means or other obliged or prevailed upon the Owner of the seized 
vessel to Return all the Molasses on board again the next day after 

1 Bernard Papers, xi. {Correspondence) , 205-206, 209, 231-232, 287- 
290, 297. 

2 See infra. Capt. Corner petitioned the admiralty for £150 sterling for 
<4 great expence . . . ocassioned by the Peculiarity of the Service I 
was employed on from the Day I arriv'd here May the 17 th to ... Octo- 
ber the i 8t . . . not only by Receiving on board the Commissioners of the 
Customs and other Officers of the Revenue but also by the (almost) Con- 
tinual Resort of the Servants of the Crown &c. Uic\ On board on Bussi- 
ness during that Time." LC Transcripts 25 (Admiralty, Secretary, In- 
Letters) . 
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it had been rescued. I don't know that all the authority of the 
Gov. besides could have effected the same thing. 1 

It was after 'the affair of the molasses schooner that the 
governor wrote: " Every seizure made or attempted to be 
made at Boston for 3 years past, before these two instances, 
has been violently rescued or prevented." 2 

Hallowell sailed from Boston on his urgent errand, on 
June 20, 3 and he reached London July 18. Before the Lords 
of the Treasury his evidence was given in on July 20. 4 The 
record gives also his testimony intended to cover efforts by 
certain individuals to set right the manner of seizing the 
Liberty, and these points should be given full weight in 
judging the course taken by officers of the revenue. 

In the admiralty case against the sloop Liberty, a decree 
of forfeiture was entered, but the decree itself has not been 
found. The whole matter was referred to the Attorney- 
General in London. He gave it as an opinion that a vessel 
unlading without a true and perfect inventory was a cause 
of seizure and forfeiture, but in this case the difficulty was 
in the nature of Kirk's evidence, who did not see the unlad- 

1 Hutchinson to R. Jackson, July 14, 1768. Mass. Archives, xxvi. 313. 

2 Bernard to Hillsborough, July 9, 1768. Bernard Papers (Letter 
Books), vi. 327. Under the provisions of the revenue acts the king, the 
governor, and those who " informed " or brought process were entitled to 
equal thirds of the forfeiture proceeds. See Bernard to W. Parker, July 25, 
1765, in Bernard Papers, for instance, when Bernard complained that a 
seizure was advertised in New Hampshire, instead of in Massachusetts, — 
*'• for Plumb [sic] Island is in Massachusetts ! " 

3 See "Memorial of the Commissioners of the Customs, June 16th, 1768, 
and several Papers thereunto annexed," in Letters to the Ministry (1769), 
8S-105. A list of these papers, 24 in number, is in PRO, Treasury. 
Class 1. Bundle 465. fo. 65. 

4 See " Copy of Examination of Mr. Hallowell, at the Treasury Board. 
July 21st, 1768 " in A third extraordinary Budget, 2-5. See also supra, 
17 n. Certified copy of Hallo well's testimony at the Treasury is in 
Lee mss. (Harvard College Library), 1. 40. Hallowell testified that Han- 
cock had at first verbally agreed to produce the Liberty later if she was 
returned to his wharf on Monday, but that on Sunday evening after a 
conference with Samuel Adams, James Otis, Dr. Warren, and others at 
Hancock's house it was the decision to let proceedings take their course. 
Hallowell further said that the customs officers would have had no objec- 
tion to taking Hancock's bond and would have made " the affair easy to 
him." Harrison and Hallowell, "as a Measure of Policy," had both 
put in writing a recommendation to turn the Liberty back to Hancock. 
See Letters to the Ministry, 97-98. 
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ing because of his confinement below, and therefore could 
not testify from positive knowledge. This opinion was con- 
veyed to Bernard with a covering letter under date of 
August 13. 1 The suit, defended by John Adams, was 
studied with exceeding thoroughness by Horace Gray, Jr., 2 
and it was Mr. Gray who called attention to the subsequent 
use of the Liberty as a revenue cutter, 3 she having been pur- 
chased under admiralty proceedings on behalf of the 
Customs Commissioners, 4 and to her destruction by the irate 
inhabitants of Newport. 5 

From the records of the Court of Vice-Admiralty, Prov- 
ince of Massachusetts Bay, 6 it appears that in the action 
against Hancock personally, 7 and against the mob leaders, 
March 25th, 1769, the advocate-general prayed "Leave to 
retract the Information" and wrote across the record, 
" Our Sovereign Lord the King will prosecute no further 
hereon." And it was "Allow'd." 

1 Bernard Papers, xi. (Correspondence) . 285 

2 Quincy's Massachusetts Reports, 1761-1772 (1865), 456-463. 

3 See Commissioners of the Customs to Lords of the Treasury, July 
28, 1769 — ". . . We had purchased the Sloop Liberty, seized and con- 
demned in the Court of Vice Admty, and that we should employ her in 
cruizing along the different parts of the coast for the prevention of illicit 
trade . . . The loss to the Crown cannot yet be exactly ascertained. The 
first Cost of the Sloop Liberty amounts to £io2.i$.o£ & the expences of 
fitting her out to £813.18.9 Sterling ..." LC Transcripts, 227 [C. O. 
Class Si. 

4 "I have repeatedly declared that I thought much of this expense 
unadvisable particularly what was incurred on account of the sloop Liberty, 
£1500 at least, lost and gone! This sum would have maintained three 
smaller vessels and each capable of being as serviceable as that sloop. All 
the disbursements at Castle William I considered in the same light, and by 
no means proper to be charged upon the revenue, likewise the presents 
made to Capt. Corner, with many other articles . . ." John Temple to 
the Duke of Grafton, October 25, 1769. Temple Transcripts, W27.27.24. 

"Of the numerous appointments that have been made by our Board 
at the separate ports and for the sloop Liberty, etc., etc., some necessary 
and some unnecessary, I have not had the nomination of a single one . . ." 
lb. W2 7.2 7.2 7. 

5 See LC Transcripts, 227 [C. O. Class si for papers relating details of 
destroying the "Liberty" at Newport, R. I., July 19, 1769. Hancock 
named a sloop, the next year the " Rising Liberty." N. E. Hist. & Gen. 
Reg., xxvn. 404. 

6 In the clerk's office of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
for Suffolk County. 

7 See Andrew Oliver's Letter Book in Gay Transcripts, 1. 46-47. 
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In the case of Joseph Harrison, Esq., versus Sloop Liberty, 
appears in small characters an inconspicuous cross indorse- 
ment,— "Nov. 9th 1768. paid the Gov r his Third." Not 
in the gravest posture of affairs in a rebellious province 
could it be lost sight of that the governor was entitled to his 
full share of the forfeited goods! 

John Hancock to Hill, Lamar & Bissett, Madeira 

Boston Jan 20, 1767 [68] 

Gen*. I wrote you by way of London that I should send a Ves- 
sell to you for some Wines which Letter hope you will have Re- 
ceiv'd. this goes by the Sloop Liberty Nath Barnard Master to 
your address, and Inclos'd you have Inv°. and Bill of Lading of a 
few Articles ship'd by him for my Account which on its arrival 
with you I pray you will dispose of to the best advantage and 
Credit my Account with the Neat proceeds and am to desire you 
will please to ship me by my Sloop Liberty the following Wines 
vizt Four pipes of the very best sterling Madeira Wine that you 
can possibly procure for my own Table. I do not stand for price 
I like a Rich Wine, and if in addition to the four pipes you can 
Ship me a pipe of Right Sterling Old Madeira pale and good you 
will send it me cost what it may. I need say no more than that they 
are for my own use and I pray they may be the very best mark 
them I H N°. 1 and on and pray distinguish them from any others 
on board. You will please also to ship me four pipes and four 
Quarter Cask of good saleable Madeira Wines for our Markett 
I would have them good and such as would suit our publick Houses 
where the best Company Resorts mark them IK and do let them 
be of good Quality. 

You will please also to ship by my Sloop two pipes of the best 
Madeira Wine consign'd to me in Seperate Inv°. and Bill Lading 
specifying the freight mark them HGT they are for the Treasurer 
of our Province & you will please to let them be good. 

The Neat proceeds of the Articles ship'd by Cap*. Barnard you 
will invest in those Wines and for the Ballance you will please to 
Bills on my Friend George Hayley Esq. Merchant in London to 
whom I have wrote to honour your Bill. I beg that the Wines 
for my own use may be of the very best kind. And if Bills will 
purchase Better Wines than can be procured with the Articles 
ship'd by Barnard, I should choose you should invest the Neat 
proceeds of them in Saleable Wines and draw for the Amount of 
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my Wines tho' I should wish it was as agreeable to you to draw 
for the Ballance. I leave it to you only let my Wines be good. 

Mess. Jon a . and Jn°. Amory write you for two pipes of Wine to 
be sent in my Sloop and they desire you to draw on their Friends 
Messrs. Harrison, Barnard & Spragg for their Cost in Compliance 
with their Request to me as they are Strangers to you I am to 
acquaint you that you may Rely their Bills will meet with due 
honour and that they are Gentlemen of Character and Reputation 
here. * 

I shall be much oblige if you or any of your Friends should 
have any freight to ship this way that would give my Sloop the 
preference she is a good Vessell and well found. I shall also be 
obliged to you to give Cap*. Barnard any advice or assist 06 , he 
may need. 

I shall be glad you will send me two bushells Madeira Nutts 
and 2 Boxes Citron charging them to my Account. 

You will please to send me by the Return of my Sloop my 
Account ballanced and shall be obligd to you to give the greatest 
dispatch to the Sloop as I shall not only want the Wines but the 
Sloop and I hope she may be here in March. I am with much 
Respect Gen*. Your Most obed* Serv' 

Wines to be sent M r . Hancock by the foregoing letter I H N°. 1 
to 4 pipes very best Madeira for his own use 

1 pipe old Sterling Madeira if to be had if not you may send 
5 pipes best Madeira for M r . Hancock's own use. 

HGT 2 pipes best Madeira 

IK 4 pipes 4 Quarter Cask good Saleable Madeira and do 
let it be of the best Quality 

2 bush 1 Madeira Nutts 
2 Small boxes Citron 

Messrs. Hill, Lamar & Bissett 1 

Commissioners of the Customs to Lords of the Treasury 

May it please your Lordships. 

By our Secretary's letters of the 21 st of Nov r . to M r . Bradshaw, 
we had the honor to inform your Lordships of the arrival of such 
of Us as came from England, and when we entered upon business, 
with some other occurrences; and Mr. Robinson having arrived 
on the 28 h we have ever since had a full Board. 

1 From " Letter Book " of John Hancock in the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society and printed here by that society's kind permission. 
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After acquainting our Officers with our Commission, and giv- 
ing them the necessary directions on the occasion, we ordered a 
state of the different Ports to be laid before us; that we may be 
enabled to proceed to regulate such matters as we shall find 
necessary, as well as to give particular instructions to our In- 
spectors General, against they enter upon duty. 

It already appears to Us, that our Officers in these northern 
parts, and particularly in the Charter Colonies, have been greatly 
discouraged for want of support from Government. 

Tho' smugling has been carried to a very great height, yet six 
seizures only have been made in the New England Provinces, 
within the course of two years and a half; and only one prose- 
cuted to effect, a second was rescued out of the custody of our 
Officers at Falmouth who were at the same time attacked by a 
Mob; A third was rescued at Newbury, and the Officers greatly 
abused, A fourth was carried off clandestinely at New-London, 
while under prosecution; the fifth and sixth were acquitted at 
Rhode Island, thro' the combination and influence of the people. 
The Officers of this Port were resisted in the Summer 1766, at noon- 
day, when endeavouring to enter the house of one Malcolm, and 
finding themselves unsupported against a numerous mob that was 
assembled, they were obliged to retire without making the seizure. 

These several matters were communicated to the Commissioners 
of the Customs in London, but no measures have been taken to 
punish the Offenders or to strengthen the hands of Government. 
The Smuglers therefore with reason triumph in their success, and 
the Officers of the Revenue are deterred from exerting themselves 
with that vigour, and spirit, which the service requires. 

The better to explain to your Lordships the difficulties which 
our Officers labour under, we beg leave to submit to your con- 
sideration the present state of Government in this country. 

On the 14th of August the Sons of Liberty met, to commemo- 
rate that day of outrage in the year 1765, when the opposition 
to the Stamp Act begun; and intelligence being soon after re- 
ceived, that the Acts of the last session of Parliament respecting 
America, were passed, the news-papers in this town began to 
retail the most licentious publications, denying the right of Parlia- 
ment to lay any taxes whatsoever on the Colonies: and some 
went so far as to assert the most unlimited independence. 

The minds of the people scarcely composed after the late 
tumults, were susceptible of every impression, and these doc- 
trines agreeing with their democratic principles, were received 
with applause, and in a little time the frenzy of the people of this 
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town was raised to such a height, that a forcible opposition to 
the execution of the new Laws was threatened; but thro' the in- 
terposition of the sensible and moderate part, it was considerably 
allayed by the beginning of November, when such of Us as 
came from England arrived, and no act of violence was then 
commited, tho' every inflamatory act had been practiced, to 
stimulate the people thereto, and we have ever since remained in 
safety, tho' not without some apprehentions, Mr. Paxton having 
undergone the indignity of suffering in Effigy. 

As every publication, be it ever so exceptionable is sure to find 
access into most American newspapers, the principles therein 
broached are propagated with great success. Thus, the spirit 
which first shewed itself in this town, was diffused thro' the 
neighboring Provinces, where the people seem to be as ripe for 
riot, and mischief, as they are here. 

At Rhode Island it was proposed in an advertizement * posted 
upon the town-house, to stop the revenue money, which the 
officers there were about shipping home. At New York sundry 
seditious papers have been dispersed, stirring up the people to a 
resistance. At Philadelphia, a series of letters are publishing in 
the Chronicle, under the name of the Farmers Letters, denying 
the right of Parliament to lay any tax whatsoever on the Colonies, 
and as the Author affects moderation, and a parade of learning, 
we consider them of the most mischievous tendency. Every- 
thing that is said, or published in England, in favour of the 
Colonies, is peculiarly prejudicial, as the people in this Country 
are led to believe, that their cause is powerfully espoused at 
home. 

In these popular Governments there are frequent Assemblies of 
the people at large, under the name of town meetings, which were 
originally instituted to regulate the prudential concerns of the 
towns, but now they are converted to answer political purposes. 
At these meetings the lowest mechanics discuss upon the most 
important points of government with the utmost freedom; which 
being guided by a few hot and designing men, become the con- 
stant source of sedition. Men of character avoid these meetings, 
as the strongest lungs have generally the best of the argument, 
and they cou'd not oppose any popular measure, without being 
exposed to insult, and resentment. 
Instead of opposing the execution of the new Laws by violence, 

1 Copy of this paper was enclosed with letter of John Robinson to 
Thomas Bradshaw, February 22, 1768, in PRO, Treasury. Class 1. Bundle 
463. fo. 142. 
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as had been threatned, a Plan of economy and industry, was set 
on foot, at one of these town meetings, 1 the apparent design of 
which, is to allarm the trading and manufacturing people of Great 
Britain, and to engage them in their interest, so as to obtain a 
repeal of the Laws, rather than to answer the ends and purposes 
pretended. 

An association was accordingly entered into in this town, 
whereby the articles now charged with duties, with many others, 
were to be entirely disused, and encouragement was given to manu- 
facture the same among themselves; the consumption of British 
manufactures in general was to be discountenanced, and a prefer- 
ence given to those of America. That this spirit might extensively 
prevail, the proceedings of the town meeting were transmitted to 
every town of note throughout the Continent, 2 and we find the 
same measures adopted in the neighboring Provinces, and the news- 
papers of each, echo to the other, their great, tho' but imaginary 
progress in manufactures. Few of the principal people of the town 
signed the Association, and very few of the subscribers conform to 
the terms of it, which serve to shew Your Lordships that it is 
such a policy as we before suggested. 

At a subsequent town meeting, instructions were given to the 
Representatives of Boston, to promote a remonstrance from the 
General Assembly, against the late Laws. 

The General Assembly is now sitting, and the lower House 
has so far entered into their views, as to address His Majesty 
and write to His Secretary of State on the subject. 3 And to in- 
fluence the other provinces to pursue similar measures, it was 
voted, a few days ago, that an account of their proceedings should 
be transmitted to the Speaker of every House of Representatives 
on the Continent. 4 

From this conduct of the lower House, Your Lordships may 
form a judgment of the general sense and disposition of the people 
of this Province. We must nevertheless observe, that there are 
many people of property in this town, who might be induced to 
shew their countenance in support of Government, if the execu- 
tive power had strength to protect them: Property however has 
but little weight and influence in these popular Governments places 
of trust and authority being acquired, and maintained, by trim- 
ming with, and courting the people. 

1 October 28, 1767. 

2 Massachusetts Broadsides, Collections, lxxv. Nos. 1403, i4<>4- 

8 Journals, Massachusetts House of Representatives, January 20, 1768. 
4 lb., January 22 and 26, February 4, and 13, 1768. The text of the 
letter sent is in the Boston-Gazette, March 14, 1768. 
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While it is the general received opinion that the Acts imposing 
the late duties are unconstitutional, the People will be easily 
persuaded not to pay any. And we do not know how soon that 
period may arrive, after they find themselves disappointed in their 
expectations of a repeal, in consequence of their remonstrances. 

Our Officers were resisted and defeated, almost in every attempt 
to do their duty, when the right of Parliament to lay external 
duties was acknowledged; now, that the right of Parliament to 
lay any taxes whatever on the Colonies, is denied, we have every 
reason to expect that we shall find it totally impracticable to in- 
force the execution of the Revenue Laws, untill the hand of 
Government is properly strengthened. At present, there is not 
a Ship of War in the province, nor a company of Soldiers nearer 
than New York, which is two hundred and fifty miles distant from 
this place. 

We herewith transmit to Your Lordships, a collection of News- 
papers, filled with publications derogatory to the honor and 
authority of Great Britain, and subversive of all order, and govern- 
ment, which have nevertheless been hitherto circulated thro' the 
different Colonies with impunity. 

We have not made any one privy to the contents of this memo- 
rial, as a Subject of this delicate nature, requires the utmost 
secrecy, in the present feeble, and unhinged state of Government. 

Which is humbly Submitted. 

W m . Burch 
Hen. Hulton 
J. Temple 1 
Chas. Paxton 
John Robinson 

Boston, Feb y 12. 1768. 

[Endorsed] Memorial from the Comm rs of the Customs in 

America Feb 7 . 12. 1768. R. the 4 th June 1768. 2 

1 "It may here be observed, that at the Commencement of this Board 
. . . , a majority of them considered it necessary for all the Members to 
sign such Letters and Memorials to the Treasury as should be agreed on 
by the major Part. . . . This (it is said) was very reluctantly complied with 
by one of them, who immediately applied to the Treasury. . . . The Answer 
was in the Negative." Letters to the Ministry, 107. 

2 PRO, Class 1. Bundle 465. fos. 330-333. 
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Commissioners of the Customs to Lords of the Treasury 

May it please Your Lordships. 

In our Memorial of the 12 th of February we laid before Your 
Lordships our Sentiments upon the present State of Government in 
this Country, and we are very sorry to say that from the Experi- 
ence we have since had, we are confirmed in the Opinions we had 
then formed. 

Having had Reason to think that the Persons employed in the 
out-door Business had been guilty of collusive practices, we thought 
it necessary to employ some extra Tidesmen on board of Vessels 
arriving in this Port from foreign ports. This Measure gave 
Umbrage to the Merchants, and produced great Clamours amongst 
them, and they have since endeavoured to distress and embarrass 
our Officers, and those who shew a Disposition to pay the Duties 
are threatnd by them. 

Several persons have applied to M r . Williams Inspector General 
for the usual Indulgences, and among the Rest the famous M r . 
Malcolm, and being answered that the full Duties would be re- 
quired, he went away, and said he should take his own Measures, 
On the next day his Vessel arrived near the Harbour, where she 
was unloaded of about Sixty pipes of Wine into Lighters, which 
were conducted into Town at Night by a great Number of people 
— the Master nevertheless, the next day, reported his Vessel in 
Ballast, and though the Affair is notoriously known and our 
Officers have endeavoured to procure an Informer, yet no one 
dares to appear. 

To give your Lordships a fuller Idea of the general Temper and 
Disposition of the People in this Country, we beg leave to submit 
to Your Consideration some other Proceedings in this place. 

On the 26 th . February the House of Representatives in this 
Province passed Resolves similar to those of the Town Meeting 
in October last, to discourage the Use of Foreign Superfluities and 
to encourage the Manufactures of this Province, and out of 
eighty two Members, Brigadier Ruggles was the only one who 
answered in the Negative. 1 

The Merchants have held several Meetings (at one of which 
the said M r . Malcolm presided) to concert Measures to obtain a 
Repeal of the Laws; accordingly they have entered into an Asso- 
ciation not to import any Goods from Great Britain for a limited 

1 Journals, Massachusetts House of Representatives, February 26, 1768, 
and Massachusetts Broadsides, No. 1442. 
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Time, and a Committee of seven persons hath been appointed to 
correspond with the Merchants in the other Provinces, to excite 
them to adopt similar Measures, and those persons who refuse to 
subscribe are to be discouraged in the most effectual Manner. We 
are now to observe to Your Lordships, as we did before in our last 
Memorial, in regard to the proceedings of the Town Meetings, 
that we consider these Measures as a Policy calculated to alarm 
the Trading and Manufacturing people of Great Britain, and to 
engage them in their Interest, so as to obtain a Repeal of the 
Laws, rather than to answer the Ends and purposes pretended. 

On the 29 th . of February a most audacious Libel on Governor 
Bernard was published in the Newspapers printed by Edes & Gill 
of this Town, His Excellency communicated the same to both 
Houses, but the lower House payed no Regard to it. 1 

The Chief Justice opened the Superior Court on the 8 th Instant 
with a very strong and pointed Charge in respect to Libels, the 
grand Jury nevertheless did not present the Publishers of the 
Libel on the Governor. 

Though the most seditious and inflamatory publications have 
been circulated through all the provinces of America for many 
Months past, no one Governor, as we can learn, has hitherto 
attempted to prosecute the Authors or publishers of them, and 
the political Doctrines avowed in them are now become the Prin- 
ciples of the generality of the People; on the 11 th . instant at an 
annual Meeting for the Choice of Town Officers, the Thanks of the 
Town were voted to the Author of the farmers Letters published 
at Philadelphia the Motion was made by the aforesaid M r . 
Malcolm, and it passed unanimously. 2 

For several Evenings in the beginning of March a number 
of people armed with Clubs assembled about the Houses of some 
of the Members of the Board, blowing Horns, beating Drums, 
and making hideous Noises, so that the Familys quitted their 
Houses expecting they would proceed to Violence, On the 17 th . 
instant we had certain Information that, on the next day, being 
the Anniversary of the Repeal of the Stamp Act, which has been 
observed as a Day of Triumph over Great Britain, certain Images 
would be affixed to a Tree called the Tree of Liberty, that the 
Mob would assemble and bring the Commissioners and the 
Officers of the Board to the Tree, to oblige them to renounce 
their Commissioners, accordingly at day break on the 18 th ., the 

1 lb., March i, 1768. The alleged libel is at the head of the second 
column of the second page of the Supplement to the Boston-Gazette, Febru- 
ary 29, 1768. 

2 Boston Records, xvi. 241, 243. 
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Effigies of M r . Paxton and M r . Williams were exhibited on the 
Tree, and after hanging a few Hours were taken down, the 
Morning was ushered in with Guns firing Drums beating, and a 
Display of Colours in several parts of the Town; That Morning 
as soon as the Board met, we wrote a Letter to the Governor, 
and before we broke up we received a Minute of the Council, 
Copies of which are sent herewith; The Council met again in 
the Afternoon, as resolved in the Minute of the Morning, and 
adjourned without taking any Measures to secure the Peace of 
the Town, and here we think it necessary to observe to Your 
Lordships, that even in the heighth of the Outrages in the Year 
1765 the Council of this Province, who are annually chosen by 
the Representatives of the people, would not advise the Governor 
to apply to the Commander of His Majestys Troops for any 
Military Aid; In the Evening the Mob made a procession through 
the Town, with Drums beating, and Colours flying, which was 
closed with a Cart, in which were placed four swivel Guns, they 
went to Liberty Tree and after discharging several Guns they 
paraded through the Streets making hideous Cries and Noises at 
the Houses of the Governor and some of the Commissioners, and 
about nine O'Clock they proceeded to the House of M r . Williams 
Inspector General, who is become particularly obnoxious by 
being our immediate Instrument in regulating this Port, and 
annexed is the Copy of M r . William's Letter to the Board 
acquainting us of the Attack made upon him by the Mob of that 
Evening. 

It does not appear that it is their plan to molest us immedi- 
ately, as the last Mob was prevailed upon to disist from proceed- 
ing to Outrage until the Answer of Government to the remon- 
strance of their Assembly could be received; But of this we are 
well convinced, that the Governor and Magistracy have not the 
least Authority or power in this place, that the Mob are ready to 
be assembled on any Occasion, and that every Officer who exerts 
himself in the Execution of his Duty will be exposed to the Re- 
sentment of the Populace, without the least probability of re- 
ceiving and Protection. 

Though no immediate Outrage should be committed on our- 
selves or Officers, yet if the answer from Government to the 
Remonstrances of the lower House of Assembly should not be 
agreable to the people, We are fully persuaded that they will 
proceed to violent Measures; In the mean Time we must depend 
on the favour of the Leaders of the Mob for our protection and 
in such Circumstances we cannot answer for our Security for a 
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day, much less will it be in our power to carry the Revenue Laws 

into Effect. 

All which is humbly submitted. 

John Robinson 
Hen. Hulton 
J. Temple 
W m . Burch 
Chas. Paxton 

Custom H°. Boston, 28 th March 1768 

[Endorsed] Memorial of the Commissioners of the Customs in 
America To the Right Honourable The Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty's Treasury, 28 th . March 1768 R. the 4 th June 
1768 Read 30 June 1768. Transmit Copy to M r . Pownall v: Min: 
Tomkyns sent. American Cont* 16 x 



Instructions to Captain Corner 

By Samuel Hood Esq. Commander in Chief of His Majesty's 
Ships and Vessels employed and to be employed in the River St. 
Lawrence, Along the Coast of Nova-Scotia the Islands of St. John 
and Cape Breton and thence to New York. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed without loss 
of time, with His Majesty's Ship Romney under your Command, 
to Boston; And in addition to the Orders you will herewith 
receive. 

You are hereby required and directed to be aiding and Assist- 
ing unto the Commissioners of the Customs, to the utmost of your 
Power upon the water, in the Due and legal execution of the Laws 
of Trade and Navigation according to the true Intent and mean- 
ing of the said Laws, and the several Acts of Parliament made in 
that behalf. As soon as you are anchored in Nantasket Road, you 
are to wait upon the Governor and the Commissioners of the 
Customs, and if you find that better Support can be given to the 
King's Revenues, by Anchoring the Romney in any other place, 
You are at liberty to remove her from time to time, having a 
proper regard to the Safety of the King's Ship. 

And whereas it is highly necessary that you should be always 
upon your Guard, against the Mischievous humour of the popu- 
lace, as well as to prevent Desertion; You are never to suffer a 
Boat to go from the Ship without two Petty Officers in her, that 
one may have nothing to do, but to attend to the keeping her 
1 PRO, Treasury. Class i. Bundle 465. fos. 336-344. 
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Crew together, while the other is carrying into execution any Serv- 
ice she may be sent on: And whenever an officer goes on Shore upon 
Service, or his pleasure, the same caution is to be observed, and no 
Boat to be suffered to be kept waiting on any Account, but as soon 
as the officer is landed, the Boat is to return to the Romney, and 
go again for the Officer at his appointed time, which he is to be 
told he must be very exact in keeping. You are to remain at, or 
near, the Port of Boston till further Orders. 

Given under my hand on board His Majesty's Ship Romney in 
Halifax Harbour 2d May 1768 

Sam: Hood 

To/John Corner, Esq'r. 

Captain of His Majesty's Ship/Romney 

By Command of the Commodore/Jno. Thomas 

[Endorsed] No. 9 Copy of an Order to Captain Corner of his 

Majesty's Ship Romney to proceed to Boston dated 2d May 1768 

in Com. Hoods of the 11 July 1768. 



Commissioners of the Customs to Lords of the Treasury 

May it please Your Lordships. 

We beg leave to represent to your Lordships that the want of 
a proper establishment of the posts in this Country renders our 
Correspondence with our Officers, especially in the southern 
Colonies, very tedious and precarious. 

The Mail in this Country is generally carried from sixty to an 
hundred Miles or upwards by one person, who does not travel by 
Night, and frequently loiters to distribute Letters from his private 
bag, and to do other business upon the Road. 

The post is six days in coming from New York to this place, 
so that it is impossible for us to answer any Letters we may re- 
ceive by the Packet to go by the return of that Vessel. 

We further represent that the Merchant Ships coming from 
London generally perform their voyages to this Port in half the 
time that the Packet is coming from Falmouth to New York, and 
we are of opinion that if the Packets were to deliver the Mail at 
Rhode Island, it would greatly facilitate the correspondence of this 
Country, as Vessels can frequently make that island a fortnight 
or three weeks sooner than New York, and the Mails may be dis- 
patched from Rhode Island to New York in two days, and to 
Boston in one day, the distance from Rhode Island to New York 
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being one hundred and seventy miles and from Rhode Island to 
Boston seventy. 

We further beg leave to represent that the correspondence in 
this Country would be greatly expedited, and the Revenue of the 
Post Office improved if short post stages were established and the 
Riders stationed to relieve each other regularly, who should travel 
both by day and night. 
Which is humbly submitted 

John Robinson 
Hen. Hulton 
J. Temple 
Wm. Burch 
Chas. Paxton 

Custom House, Boston, the 12 th May 1768. 
[Endorsed] Boston the 12th May 1768 Memorial to the Right 
Hon'ble The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury from 
The Commissioners of the Customs in America on the bad regula- 
tion of the posts in that Country. R. 25th June 1768. Ref d to 
Postmaster Gen 1 12 Copy only must be sent. 



Case of the " Liberty " 

ON the 9th of May last, a Ship or Vessel, called the Liberty, 
Nathaniel Bernard Master, arriving in the Port of Boston in New 
England, laden with Madeira Wines, two Custom House Officers 
were put on Board her to take Care that none of the Cargo was 
run ashore without paying the Duties. 

On the 10th of May an Entry was made on the said Ship at the 
Custom House for 25 Casks of Wine only, but it being commonly 
reported that she had a much larger quantity on board, and Mr. 
Hancock a Merchant at Boston, the Owner of the Ship and 
Cargo, having been heard to declare before her Arrival, that he 
wo d run her Cargo of Wines on Shore, some illicit Practice was 
suspected, but the 2 Officers on Board being examined and declar- 
ing there had been no Wine run out of the Ship, the Matter rested 
'till the 10th of June, when Thomas Kirk, one of the said Officers, 
gave an Information upon Oath, that about 9 o'clock in the Even- 
ing of the 9th of May (the Day he went on Board the Liberty) 
Captain Marshall came on Board and made Proposals to Kirk to 
consent to the hoisting out several Casks of Wine that Night, 
before the Vessell was entered which Kirk peremptorily refusing, 
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Captain Marshall, with the Assistance of 5 or 6 others, forcibly 
pushed him down into the Cabbin, and nailing down the Cover, 
confined him there about 3 Hours, during which Time he dis- 
tinctly heard the Noise of many People on Deck, and the work- 
ing of the Tackle, as if hoisting out Goods; that when the Noise 
ceased, Captain Marshall came down to him in the Cabbin, and 
threatened him if he made any Discovery of what had passed there 
that Night, his Life wo d be in Danger, and his Property destroyed, 
and then set him at Liberty; Kirk declared that the Reason of his 
not making this Discovery sooner, was, his being very much in- 
timidated by the Threats of Captain Marshall; and a further Rea- 
son is given, tho' not mentioned in his Information, that Captain 
Marshall was dead at the Time this Information was made. The 
other Officer, who was also examined sayd he was asleep at the 
Time of the above Transaction, but Kirk declared, that he was 
drunk and gone home to Bed. — 

Kirk's Information being laid before the Comm rs of the Customs 
at Boston, they took the Opinion of Mr. Lisle their Solicitor upon 
it, who advised the seizing of the Vessell, and Directions were 
thereupon given for that purpose. 

It will be necessary to observe here, that the Populace at Boston, 
had long before this shewn a great Disaffection to the Revenue 
Laws, and seemed to want nothing but a Pretext for their proceed- 
ing to open Violences, wherefore the Officers of the Customs 
thought it prudent that the Vessell, when seized, sho d be delivered 
into the Charge of the Romney Man of War, then lying at Boston 
for Security. 

On the same 10th of June Mr. Harrison Collector and Mr. 
Hallowell Comptroller of the Customs went on Board the Liberty 
and made a Seizure of her, but while they were delivering her 
over to the Care of the Romney, a great Number of People had 
collected themselves together, some of whom swore that the Ves- 
sell sho d not be taken into Custody, that they wo d throw the 
Romney's People overboard, and used other Menaces to interrupt 
the Officers in the Execution of their Duty. From Menaces they 
proceeded to Violence, laying hold of the Ropes of the Vessell as 
she was towing towards the Romney, and pelting the Officers, 
'till the Vessell was at last got from them by Force; and on the 
Return home of the Collector and Comptroller, they were sur- 
rounded by the Mob, which at that Time consisted of about 4 or 
500 Persons, and were so much beat and wounded by them, that it 
was with the greatest Difficulty they Escaped with their Lives, nor 
did the Fury of the Mob stop here, Every Officer of the Customs 
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they could meet with felt their Resentment, and narrowly escaped 
being murthered; the Windows of the Houses of the Collector, 
Comptroller and Inspector General were intirely demolished, and 
in short there Threats were so violent against all the Officers of 
the Customs, that the Commissioners, in order to save themselves, 
sheltered themselves in the Houses of their Friends for that Night, 
and afterwards took Refuge on Board the Romney, and have since 
been conveyed to Castle William for greater safety. 

On Saturday the nth of June a Proposal was verbally made to 
Mr. Harrison, the Collector, on behalf of Mr. Hancock, that upon 
the Vessell being returned to him, he wo d give his own Bond as a 
Security for her forthcoming, and for redelivering her in case upon 
the Matter being heard in the Admiralty Court, a Decree sho d be 
obtained in favour of the Revenue Officers. 

At the Time this Proposal was made, the Populace still con- 
tinued in a great Ferment, and seemed ready to proceed to every 
Outrage unless their Humour was complied with, and it was in- 
timated to the Officers of the Customs, that the Cessation of 
Violence was only to continue 'till the Monday following, and 
that if the Proposal was not accepted by that Time, very terrible 
Consequences wo d ensue, wherefore the Collector and Comp- 
troller acquiesced in the Proposal; and the Collector, seeing the 
Danger to which himself and the whole Town of Boston were ex- 
posed, went further, for by a Letter to Mr. Hancock he agreed 
to take his Word only as a Security for the Ship, and the Officers 
understood that everything was settled, and that the Vessell 
was to be restored to Hancock on the Monday, but on Sunday 
Evening a Message was bro* them, that Hancock had advised with 
his Councel and Friends and wo d settle nothing with them, but 
wo d let the Business take its Course. 

Things being in this Situation, the Comm rs , not knowing what 
Steps to take in so critical a Dilemma, have represented the above 
Facts to the Lords Comm rs of His Maty's Treasury, and trans- 
mitted to them several Depositions and Letters relating thereto 
(Copies of which are herewith left) and their Lordships have been 
pleased to direct that a Case be laid before Mr. Attorney General 
for his immediate Opinion. 

2 Whether there has been any Thing illegal or irregular in the 
Proceedings of the Officers of the Customs at Boston with respect 
to the Seizure of this Ship, And that Mr. Att'y General will also 
be pleased to point out to their Lordships, what further Steps it 
may be proper to direct the Officers abroad to take with respect 
to this Affair? 
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The unlading of the Ship " without having made a true and 
Perfect Inventory of the Lading " is a Cause of Seizure and a for- 
feiture of the Ship by the 15 Car. 2. The Difficulty in This Case 
will be that it rests at present upon the Evidence of Kirk con- 
firmed by the previous declarations of Hancock; & Kirk's Evi- 
dence does not speak positively to His Knowledge. 

If Kirk is believed in saying, that any Part of the Cargo was 
removed upon the 9th of May; or If the Cargo consisted of more 
than 25 Casks of Madeira, and any Part of it was unladen, the 
Ship was forfeited, and considering the Circumstances of This 
Case I conceive it will be proper to prosecute the Seizure in the 
usual Course of Proceeding. 

Actions may likewise be brought against the Persons concern'd 
in the unshipping the Goods, and in obstructing the Seizure; but 
That depends upon the same Question of the Proof of the Cause 
of Forfeiture. 

What I have said is Independent of any Consideration relative 
to the Insults upon Government and the Outrages against the 
Commissioners of the Customs; which I Presume were not In- 
tended to be referr'd to me upon this Case. 

Wm. de Grey 
July 25, 1768. 



Memorial from the Commissioners of Customs 

May it please Your Lordships. 

We herewith lay before Your Lordships the Establishment of 
the Officer of the Revenue under Our management from Septem- 
ber 8th, 1767, to January 5th, 1768. 

We have placed the Patent and Constitution Officers attendant 
upon the Board, upon the Establishment, from the Date of their 
several patents and Constitutions; and the Warrant Officers from 
the time of their admission into Office here; but We have ordered, 
for the encouragement of the Clerks in our Secretaries Office, their 
Salaries to be paid out of Incidents from the 9th day of September 
last (being the date of their Warrants) to the day of their admis- 
sion; the remainder of the Establishment is formed from the Copy 
of the last Establishment of American Officers delivered to Us 
from the Commissioners of the Customs in London. 

Mr. Steuart appointed Receiver and Cashire of the Customs 
having represented the state of his health to be such that he could 
not with safety proceed to Boston during the Winter Season, We 
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shall order the Collector and Comptroller of this port to make such 
payments as the Service may immediately require. 

Upon our arrival here We were informed that Mr. Randolph who 
stood upon the Establishment as Surveyor General for Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, died the last summer, and 
observing that Mr. William Randall stood upon the Establishment 
as Surveyor General of Georgia, East and West Florida, the 
Bahama Islands and Jamaica and being acquainted that a Charge 
had been sent to him from the Commissioners of the Customs in 
London, and that they had required his answer thereto, We have 
directed him to send us a Copy of the said Charge and his answer, 
and We shall wait your Lordships directions with regard to that 
officer, in the mean Time We have continued him upon the Estab- 
lishment in the same manner as he stood in the copy delivered 
to Us. 

The following is an account of such Officers upon the Establish- 
ment as from the best information We have received are absent 
from their duty. 

James Bruce, Collector of Pensacola, absent in England by leave. 

Jacob Blackwell, Collector of Mobile, absent in England by 
leave. 

William Russel, Comptroller of Savannah in Georgia has been 
absent from his duty for four years past in England, on account 
of some indisposition. 

Henry Eustace McCulloh, Collector, of Roanoke, absent in Eng- 
land, by leave. 

Richard Black, Comptroller of Port Royal, said to be dead. 

James Gibbes, Comptroller of Patuxent, went from thence for 
England some time before our arrival for the recovery of his 
health. 

John Manby, Collector of Accomack, in England, and under 
suspension by the Commissioners in London. 

James Ainslie, Collector of Quebec, absent in England. 

We are acquainted that your Lordships had sent a Warrant to 
the Commissioners in London to issue their Deputations to Thomas 
Kerr as Collector and Surveyor, and to Francis Lee as Comptrol- 
ler and Searcher at Sunbury in Georgia, but as Deputations had 
not been made out to those Officers before the Date of our Com- 
mission, We pray Your Lordships to give us such Directions as you 
shall think proper with regard to those persons, who are acting in 
their offices at that port, by appointment from Governor Wright. 
Wm. Burch, J. Temple, Hen. Hulton 
John Robinson, Charles Paxton. 
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Custom House, Boston, 26 January 1768. 

[Endorsed] Memorial from the Commissioners of the Customs 

in America 26 Jan: 1768 Rec'd. March 9, 1768. 



Commissioners of Customs to Commodore Hood 

Sir, — We have received your Obliging favour of the 14th of 
the last Month and with pleasure observe the readiness you ex- 
press to assist Us in carrying on the Service of His Majesty's 
Revenue in America. 

We are of Opinion that it is essentially necessary to the Service 
that a Frigate should be stationed in this Port, and a Sloop be 
directed to cruise in Canso Bay, and we recommend such a meas- 
ure to your Consideration. Any thing further that shall occur 
wherein we think you can co-operate with us in the service of the 
Revenue we shall immediately communicate to you — in the mean 
time, we are, with great Regard, Sir Your most Obedient and most 
humble Servants, 

W. Burch 
H. Hulton 
J. Temple 
C. Paxton 
J. Robinson 
Custom house Boston 12 Feb'ry 1768 



Circular Letter 

Circular Whitehall 6 Dec'r 1768 

The Commissioners of the Customs, in America, have informed 
the Lords of the Treasury that many Vessels arrive in divers Parts 
of America, with Wines from the Madeiras, and the Azores, and 
land their Cargoes, without Payment of the Duties; Likewise, 
that many Vessels carry enumerated Goods from America to differ- 
ent Parts of Europe, that Cargoes of Goods are frequently run into 
America, by which means the Revenue has been greatly defrauded, 
and they are of Opinion that it would tend to the detection of 
such illicit Trade, and enable them to prosecute the Offenders, if 
His Majesty's Ministers, Consuls, or Agents in the Ports of 
Europe, and at Madeira were directed to give immediate Advice 
of the Arrival of all English Vessels at the said Ports from North 
America, or that sail for the Continent of North America, with an 
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Account of their respective Cargoes, I am directed by the King to 
acquaint You, that in Consequence of the Representation of the 
Lords of the Treasury on the Subject of the Letter they have re- 
ceived from the Commissioners of the Customs in America, that 
It is His Majestys Pleasure, You should be particularly atten- 
tive to what is desired by them, and that You should send to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, under my Cover, immediate Notice of 
all British Vessels, with an Account of their respective Cargoes, 
either arriving at, or sailing from the Port of which 

You may have Reason to suspect to be carrying on an illicit 
Trade, to or from His Majesty's Colonies in America. I am, &c. 

Rochford 

[Endorsed] Copy of Circular dated 6th Dec'r 1768 to the fol- 
lowing Ministers and Consuls Mr. Wolters, Mr. Irvine, Mr. 
Wallace, Mr. Fenwicke, Mr. Corry, Mr. Swallow, Sir John Good- 
ricke, Mr. Mathias. 



To Four of the Customs Commissioners 

Boston, Dec'r 22. 1768 

Gentlemen, — You have made application to each of Us 
seperately, and desired our answer to the following questions vizt. 

1. Whether it is our opinion that at the time You went on 
board the Romney Man of War, You cou'd have remained in 
safety at Boston? 

2. Whether if You had remained in Boston, and any violence 
had been offered to Your., persons or properties, there was a 
probability of Your receiving protection from Government, or 
otherwise? 

3. Whether you cou'd have returned to town, and have exe- 
cuted Your Commission there in safety, before the arrival of his 
Majesty's troops? 

4. Whether Your retiring to the Castle as a place of Security, 
and remaining there in the exercise of Your Commission, were 
not the best measures You cou'd take, in the circumstances of 
affairs, for the Service of Government, and the honor of Your 
Commission? 

We have thought proper to confer together, and finding that 
we are all of one Sentiment: We think it most convenient to give 
you a joint answer. 
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And to Your first question, We say, 

That we are of opinion from the Spirit which had been excited 
in the populace against all the Commissioners of the Customs, 
except Mr. Temple, You cou'd not have remained long in safety 
in the town of Boston after the Seizure of the Sloop Liberty; 
but wou'd have been in great danger of violence to Your persons, 
and properties, from a Mob, which at that time, it was generally 
expected wou'd be raised for that purpose. 

To the second, We say, 

That it had been found by experience that the authority of 
Government was insufficient to restrain, suppress, or punish, the 
several Mobs which had been asssembled since the 14th of Aug't 
1765, in some of which, felonious acts of violence had been com- 
mitted. And we are of opinion, that at the time You retired to 
the Castle, there was no probability that the same authority, 
cou'd have had any greater force in restraining, suppressing, or 
punishing a Mob raised against the four Commissioners of the 
Customs, than any other Mob which preceded it. 

To the third, We say, 

That we are of opinion, that You cou'd not have returned to 
town, and executed Your Commission with safety, at any time 
after Your withdraw, before the arrival of His Majesty's troops. 

To the fourth, We say, 

That we know of no better measure You cou'd have taken, 
than Your retiring to Castle William, there being no place within 
this Province, where Your persons wou'd have been equally safe, 
and where the honour of His Majestys Commission could be 
better maintained; and where it could be exercised with more 
convenience to his Subjects. We are with great regard, Gentle- 
men, Your most obedient humble Servants 

Fra Bernard 
Tho Hutchinson 
And'w Oliver 
Rob't Auchmuty 

To the Hon'ble Henry Hulton, William Burch, Charles Paxton, 
John Robinson, Commissioners of His Majestys Customs, in 
Boston. 

[Endorsed] Boston Dec'r 22. 1768. Copy of a letter from The 
Governor, L't Governor, Secretary of the Province, and Judge of 
the Admiralty, to four of the Comm'rs of the Customs. Read, 6th 
June 1769. 
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Hutchinson to Richard Jackson 1 

June 16, 1768 

I rec'd today your very kind Letter by the [torn] Pacquet de- 
signed a month sooner but by a blunder in the Post Office was 
sent I suppose to Boston in Lincolnshire and returned. You will 
be amazed at the proceedings of our people since my last. The 
9 [sic] in the evening the Cust. h. Officers seizd a Sloop belong, 
to M r . H. one of the Boston Rep. for making a false entry. It is 
said a Cargo of Mad. Wine was landed in the night and the next 
morn, the master entred 4 or 5 pps and swore it was the whole 
of her Cargo. This was the town talk for several weeks but it 
was supposed nobody would dare make a seizure. The Offics 
differd in Opinion the Collect [or] thinking she might lay at the 
wharffe after she had the broad arrow but the Comptroller thot 
it best to move her under the Guns of the Romney which lay a 
quarter of a mile from the Shoar and made a signal for the man 
of war boats to come ashoar. The people upon the wharffe said 
there was no occasion she would ly safe and no Officer had a right 
to move her but the master of the Man of War cut her Moorings 
and carried her off. A Mob presently gathered and insulted the 
Custom H Offic 8 and carried them in triumph as trespassers up the 
Wharffe tore their cloaths and bruised and otherways hurt them 
until one after another they escaped. The mob increased to 2 or 
3000 chiefly sturdy boys and negroes and broke the windows of 
the Comptrollers house and then the Inspector's Williams and then 
went in search of the M of War's boats w c \ not finding they took 
a boat belong* to M r . H. the Collector dragged her into the Com- 
mon and burnt her and about one o'Clock dispersed. This was 
friday. Saturday and Sunday evenings are sacred. Monday it 
was supposed would produce something more important but in 
the aftern. printed tickets were put up in diff't quarters notifying 
the Sons of Lib. to meet the next day at 10 o'Clock at Liberty Hall 
or Lib. Tree which is all one to consult what was proper to be 
done in these times of Oppression and Distraction to preserve 
peace and order and maintain their Rights etc. This diverted the 
Evenings work but at the appointed time some thousands of the 
Rabble met but it being a rainy day they adjourned to Fan. Hall 
where a proposal was made to send the Constables to notify a 
legal Town meet, for the aftern. at [the] South Ch[urch] the Hall 
not being large eno accord, the same Convention met in the aft. 

1 Mass. Archives, xxvi, 310-312. 
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under a new name and chose Otis their Moderator who after 
haranguing them some time from the Pulpit suffered them to 
harangue one another until they had agreed upon an Address to 
the G. the most extrad. thing that has yet appeared and appointed 
21 of their number to wait on him with it and then adjourned to 
the next day for an Answer. The G. let them know he could not 
comply with what they principally] desired which was to order 
the Romney out of the Harb. but should be glad to do every thing 
for the good of the Town, and Prov. consist, with his Duty to the 
Crown etc. Upon receiving this Answer they adjourned until to- 
morrow evn'g to consider what further measures are proper. The 
Commis. Hulton Burch Paxton & Robi[nson] remained pretty 
easy Saturday and Sunday but Mond. morning early they 
sent a card to the G. to let him know they were going aboard the 
Romney and desired his orders for their Recept at the Castle 
which he readily gave. The Collect and Comptroller and most of 
the other Officers of the Cust[oms] are also withdrawn and it is 
by no means advisable at present for any of them to return. 

I have been with my family several weeks in the Country. The 
G. is at his house in the Country but goes to Council every day or 
two. Tuesday morning he sent one of his sons to me to desire me 
to come to him being in expect, of very import, news from Town. 
I went immed. when he acquainted me that he had been endeavour- 
ing all Saturday and Monday to prevail upon the C. to come into 
some spirited measures but all to no purpose, that when he sent 
his son away he was apprehensive he should receive such advices 
of the proceed, of the Sons of Lib. at Boston as that it would be 
necessary for him to withdraw but happily before my arrival he 
had more favorable accounts. It is now the talk among the Popu- 
lace that neither the Commiss'rs nor the Comptroller shall be 
suffered to return to Town and just before noon today I saw a 
printed notification upon the Change requiring a full meet to- 
morrow as the fate of the Prov. and of America depended upon 
the measures to be then taken. 

It is very natural to ask where the Justices and Sheriffs are upon 
these occasions. The persons who are to assist the Sheriff in the 
execution of his Office are Sons of Liberty and determined to op- 
pose him in every thing which shall be contrary to their Schemes. 
Some of the Justices are great favourers of them and those who 
are not are afraid of being sacrificed by them and will issue out no 
warrant to apprehend them. Let an Officer behave ever so ill even 
if he was to abet the Disorders he ought to suppress I do not think 
it would be practicable to remove him seeing it cannot be done 
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without the advice of C. and they would be afraid to give the 
advice. 

It is unfortunate that in the midst of these diff. the Romney has 
been pressing Seamen out of all inward bound Vessels and altho 
he does not take men belonging to the Prov. who have families 
yet the fear of it prevents Coasters as well as other Vessels coming 
in freely and it adds more fewel to the great stock among us be- 
fore. It is pity that in peaceable times any Pressing of Seamen 
should be allowed in the Colonies. If it was not I beleive the 
Commanders would not have so many Deserters as they now have. 

I have wrote in so circumstantial a manner because the G. tells 
me he has so many Publ. Lett, to write that he shall not be able 
to write any private. 

I am very glad you have a seat in ParPt again. I am sure the 
Colfony] would have lost a good friend if you had declined it. 
One of them has behaved ungratefully rather owing to the in- 
fluence of a bad set of men just at that time altho too great a 
disposition to neglect their best benefactors has prevailed from 
their first settlements. The Party are afraid of [risquing?] the 
choice of a Provincial agent and altho as you observe we gave 
up to N York all they could reasonably desire yet the H rather 
than have an agent to make defence in Eng. have voted that the 
Commiss shall comply with the last demand of N. Y. without 
taking any care of a considerable number of families settled upon 
the Lands by the encouragement of this Prov. and who upon there 
being left to N. Y. will meet with no mercy but the Council 
hitherto decline concurring. 

I have kept my letter open until the 18. Last evening I went 
on board the Romney found the Commiss and families still on 
board but intend to the Castle tomorrow. They let me know they 
had resolved to send Mr. Hallowell immediately to Eng'd so I shall 
commit this Letter to his care which I had before intended by a 
Merchant Vessel. The T. of B. yesterday gave their Rep. In- 
structions] prefaced with a large Represent'n of the grievances 
from Impresses and the swarms of bloodsucking Custom house 
Officers and then direct them to procure Relief in a Parliamentary 
way and to make enquiry whether any Person had wrote to or 
used any endeavours that Troops should be sent here there being, 
as the Instructions say, many alarming Reports to that Purpose. 1 
A Committee of the Town had prepared a Resolve that whoever 
had by writing or any other ways and means promoted or even 
wished that Troops might be sent here was a Tyrant in his heart 
1 Boston Records, xvi. 257. 
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a Traytor and open enemy to his Country. This was pushed by 
their T. Clerk and others and weak as it is would have passed if 
it had not hapned not to be approved by a Lawyer a noted Son 
of Liberty. I am with the most Sincere esteem faithf and obedt. 

A Committee of Council having been with Cap Corner he has con- 
ducted with great prudence and taken much from the Edge of the 
Resentment raised against the Man of War. 

Wrote of the 17 and 18 by Hallowell to Duke of Grafton, Lord 
Adam Gordon Mr. Whateley, Mauduit, Bollan Pownall and Rogers 
an account of late proceedings. 



